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Leunig on making friends Marshall Green on coups
HOW TO SURVIVE. OBLIQUE NON-SUICIDAL C
ITSELF. BY JESS!
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Coupmaster to quit Australia
W hat w ill the 
Butcher
leave behind?
MARSHALL GREEN -  
United States Ambassador to 
Australia — a profile.
Since World War II Green has 
worked on the intelligence side of 
US diplomacy.
From 1950 to 1955 as First Sec­
retary at the US Embassy in neut­
ralist Sweden he carried out and 
supervised anti-Soviet intelligence 
work. From 1955 to 1966 he served 
as a member of the National War 
College (which is the chief advisor 
to the President) in Washington. 
From 1956 he was the regional 
planning advisor for the Far East 
in the State Department and in 
1959 he was promoted to Acting 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State.
In 1960 he was assigned to South 
Korea where he presided over the 
coup that replaced Syngman Rhee 
with the dictator General Park. 
(Green has an autographed photo 
of Park adorning his office wall.)
From 1961 to 1963 he was posted 
to Hong Kong as American Consul 
General, with the rank of minister. 
In this post he was at the head 
of the US-China intelligence ob­
servers. When he returned to the 
States in 1963 he was appointed 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Far 
Eastern Affairs in the State Depart­
ment.
In 1965 he was sent to Indonesia 
as “Ambassador Extraordinary En­
voy Plenipotentiary” where he over­
saw the coup that ousted Sukharno 
and installed the military govern­
ment of President Suharto. With 
hundreds of thousands of Indone­
sians being killed, tortured and im­
prisoned, Green was nicknamed 
“Butcher” . Green has said of the 
genocide in Indonesia, “What we- 
did we had to do”.
From 1966 onwards Green was 
a member of the US team of ne­
gotiators at the Paris Peace talks. 
In 1969 he became Assistant Secre­
tary of State for East Asian and 
Pacific Affairs. In this busy year 
he supervised the coup in South 
Vietnam that installed Thieu as Presi­
dent at Marshal Ky’s expense. In 
Cambodia he ousted Sihanouk and 
installed fascist Premier Lon Nol.
Since 1969 he has been active 
in the Philippines’ coup (leading to 
the recent declaration of martial 
law by Marcos) and Thailand.
Green is the acknowledged for- 
mulator of the military doctrine of 
vietnamisation and was called as a 
witness in the Daniel Ellsberg trial 
to explain the invidious role he 
played in Vietnam. The Ellsberg 
trial was aborted because of the 
Watergate revelations and Green was 
never examined.
Green has made public com­
ments, such as, “Our problem is 
not to get out of Asia, but the 
proper way to stay in” , and, “As I 
see it we [Australians and Ameri­
cans] are condemned to getting 
along with one another” . He has' 
made several important speeches in 
Australia that have gone unreported. 
One of these speeches was to the 
Australian Institute of International 
Affairs at Dyason House last No­
vember. This speech was given under 
what is known as “Chatham House 
Rules”. This means that the speech 
cannot be quoted or referred to 
by gentlefolk’s agreement. The 
speech was given to leading aca­
demics and newspaper editors. Seve­
ral quotes should be made public 
so that people can understand why 
Green’s appointment to Australia 
was so significant. The quotes are 
from notes taken during the' talk.
On Vietnam, he said: “Hanoi’s 
designs . . 1 witness in Vietnam 
the massive violations of the Accords 
— and what can we do? Thieu 
has consolidated his position politic­
ally and is beginning to militarily. 
An Accord might eventually be pos­
sible”. [In other words as far as 
Green is concerned the Paris Peace 
Accords are over and it is only 
a question of when-and-if the US 
will recommence the high intensity 
bombing. Note that Green does 
not deny that Thieu is still fighting 
the war.]
On Cambodia and Whitlam: 
“ [There would be] real danger in 
moves such as your government, 
for example, pulling the rug out 
by recognising Sihanouk when we 
are trying so hard for a negotiated 
settlement process”. Whitlam was
in Peking at the time of this address.
On Thailand after the October 
revolution (see last Digger), “Can 
the new government hold its own? 
More likely to be replaced by a 
government more closely related to 
the military” .
On the relationship and differences 
with the US government and the 
Australian Labor government over: 
Vietnam: “Basic differences over the 
use of force. We felt it necessary 
to get out of Vietnam with honor. 
And certainly the Vietnamese seemed 
to respect our use of it. When Henry
Kissinger went to Hanoi after the 
last series of bombings, he reported 
that they were all over him, their 
hand on his shoulders . . .” .
But Green’s comments on the 
strategy of the US are perhaps the 
most important:' “Settlement is pos­
sible between adversary nations. But 
to get the negotiation process going, 
there have to be incentives and 
force. We don't use force to kill 
but to get a settlement with someone 
who doesn't want one”.
The Australian head of Business 
International (a CIA front), Trueman
Becker, prior to the overthrow of 
Allende in Chile, said of the Aust­
ralian Labor government, “The in­
ternational business community has 
the jitters about Australian policies. 
Because of remarks made by ministers 
they tend to equate the coming 
to power of the Australian govern­
ment with the Allende government 
in Chile” .
Marshall Green is Nixon’s Pacific 
coupmaster. If he’s not .there when 
they happen, he leaves a time bomb. 
Green spent the last year in Aust­
ralia, doing what? * —LPCW.
LETTERS
Address to:
P.O. Box 77, 
Carlton, Vic. 3053
Not all 
that’s groovy
I’ve just-read your article “The 
End of a Collective” and have some 
misty memories of an earlier article 
you mention. A comment to be 
made (just trying to help). Your 
article seems to suggest that this 
collective was one of few of its 
kind and that the people in it 
thought so. Not so, and this could 
be one ipsy wipsy bit of their prob­
lem. I know of several situations 
existing that don’t call themselves 
collectives and havie survived happily 
for a year or so. You see if all 
you are, is someone who wants 
to be cool and live in a collective 
and have political ideas and getting 
together and make things happen, 
then you’re a bit lost because you’re 
trying to live objectively, telling your­
self and groupself what’s going to 
happen and what to expect.
Where I ’ve seen groups living 
effectively is where there is a link 
of acquaintance which we turn into 
friendship, it may be a bit shallow 
at first but water it and it’ll grow. 
Also everyone (mostly) has an in­
terest, apart from fucking and being 
cool in a collective and sprouting 
political shit (visions of the visionless 
Monash Left).
What this amounts to is, if every­
one is into a different activity then 
you’ve all got something to learn 
from each other, and if you want 
to learn by asking and arguing, also 
it’s up to the individual to get 
her or his own thing done and up 
to the group to show some apprecia­
tion.
Basically, Carlton is not as good 
as you think and it’s up to you to 
smile. A collective built on paranoia, 
loneliness and objectivity hasn’t 
much hope. My suggestion is buy 
a surfboard and come down and 
join in the annual policepeople’s 
Bust festival at Phillip Island. Every 
year they come down to clear us 
out but we are still surviving.
Vive the Newhaven Commune and 
the Rhyll drug addicts.
Well Digger you chuck this to 
the shithouse if you like but re­
member Not all that’s groovy smokes 
dope, has long hair and lives on 
the dole. We know and most of 
us have speedy, IT rather casual 
jobs, are healthy and happy.
The Gnome,
Newhaven, Vic.
Pig shyster 
defended
In issue No. 25 of Digger, John 
Halpin sarcastically implies in his 
article “What Warrants?” that Marx­
ist Leninists (and therefore Marxism- 
Leninism) must support Jack Laza­
rus in defending Sgt. Michael Bell 
of the Drug Squad. This is done 
by asserting that Jack Lazarus, in 
defending the cop, is a Maoist shys­
ter because he happens to be a 
friend of Ted Hill (Chairperson, 
CPA [M-L]) and a member of the 
Australia-China Society.
As a person of M-L persuasion, 
and supported by others of like 
mind I feel it necessary to dis­
associate myself from two things: 
(a) the illogical basis of the above 
assertion, and (b) the fact that Laza­
rus did vigorously defend a cop.
By mentioning Lazarus, the M-L 
party, and Ted Hill in the same 
sentence was a pretty cheap trick 
in trying to discredit Marxism-Lenin­
ism. Halpin offers no substantial 
proof to back his assertion. It could 
be easy to claim that Halpin wasn’t 
asserting anything of the sort but 
with a sub heading like: “Maoist 
shyster saves pigs’ bacon” makes 
this hard to believe.
However this is in no way de­
signed to justify Lazarus’ actions. 
Those who brought Sgt. Bell and 
A. Smith JP to trial over the signed 
blank search warrants helped expose
how far the state is prepared to 
step outside its own laws. If the 
police are able to act illegally in 
one area (ie drugs) they are capable 
of doing it in others.
The anti-drug stand of Marxist- 
Leninists is well known but this 
was not a drug case so Lazarus 
cannot use this as an excuse — 
if it can be proven he is an M-L 
in the first place.
The case also exposed the easy 
collusion between Federal and state 
police if one or the other runs 
out of laws to use. The lesson of 
the case surely then must be' that 
the state, through its police branches 
at this stage, is extending its power 
and accessibility in people’s lives 
¡in any way it can. This is in pre­
paration for when more fascist laws 
will be needed in the future.
Marxist-Leninists have expounded 
continually the dangers in the grow­
ing fascist nature of the state and 
have acted often in this area. Lazarus 
as an individual has backed the 
wrong side — but Halpin in turn 
has attacked the wrong side!
Unsigned.
Most headlines are made up by 
any o f the ten or so people who 
are around while Digger is pu t to­
gether. Usually, three or four people 
arbitrate.
I  suggested ‘Maoist shyster saves 
pigs' bacon' and it received unani­
mous acceptance. On reflection, what 
prompted me was my desire to 
anger Lazarus and a wish to be 
funny. —Jon Hawkes.
Junkie
chauvinism
Congratulations on the last edi-' 
tion of Digger. It gets better with 
each issue. Particularly good was 
what you did on Thailand, and 
the article on Bali. This is what an 
underground magazine should be 
doing — reporting the news that 
doesn’t get a mention in the big 
papers. ,
I have one complaint. This is 
that Digger is always trying to build 
junkies into some kind of heroes. 
Fm not against drugs, but I find 
it hard to accept that those people 
who spend their lives in an endless 
dopey daze, often amidst the 
misery and poverty of people in 
poorer countries are to be admired. 
To me they are just the counter 
culture version of the RSL type 
grog guzzlers.
Colin Maine,
Woolloomooloo, NSW.
Nuthouse
politics
Re: “Brezhnev and the boys make 
their enemies inoperative” , Digger 
No. 25.
The Soviet Union is not alone 
in its abuse of dissidents and of 
citizens forced into mental institu-
Customs boss 
wants to play 
Supercop
by John Halpin
Canberra sources assure that Allan Thomas Carmody, Comp­
troller of Customs and Excise, will be the head of the new Federal 
police force set up by Lionel Murphy.
The new force is an amalgamation 
of the Commonwealth, ACT and 
Northern Territory police together 
with Customs.
The impending appointment is 
greeted with horror by the Common­
wealth Police who thought they 
were making progress under a pro­
gressive and forward thinking Attor­
ney General.
Carmody, known as “Big Al” , 
was educated at St. Patrick’s, Goul- 
bum and obtained a BA at Mel­
bourne University. He also obtained 
a Master of Commerce at Leeds 
University where he flunked his doc­
torate of philosophy. He served in 
the RAAF from 1940 to 1945 and 
in 1964 he was awarded an OBE 
(known as other buggers’ efforts). 
In 1971 he received a CBE.
Carmody is closely affiliated with 
the DLP and is a friend of Senator 
Frank McManus. After the Common­
wealth Police raid on ASIO last 
year, he started calling the Common­
wealth Police, “the commo police” .
He appointed Harvey Bates as 
director of the Federal Bureau of 
Narcotics. In turn Harvey Bates ap­
pointed his brother as deputy direc­
tor of the Bureau, at $15,000 pa. 
His brother was formerly a senior
constable in the Victoria Police. 
Harvey has his pet Dachshund set 
to lead the drug sniffing dog squad.
Carmody not only wants to have 
bis own coast guard (at a possible 
cost of $150 million), but also an 
air, force. Defence experts have em­
phasised that the only service that 
is required to patrol the coast is 
the navy. Possible-Air-Vice-Marshal-^ 
and-Admiral Carmody’s desire for 
an air,force is understandable con­
sidering Harvey Bates’ penchant for 
hiring private ’planes when commer­
cial flights are available. Carmody, 
who is a frequent jetsetter and guest 
of the best international hotels, 
capped it off last year when he 
held a party using uniformed customs 
officers to serve drinks and crayfish.
Carmody together with Sir Arthur 
Tange (Defence Department head) 
was one of the members of the 
secret Public Service Committee that 
forced the removal of former Prime 
Minister John Gorton several years 
ago and quite clearly Murphy is 
very wary of him. The new director 
of the Australian Police Service could 
far better spend his time cleaning 
up his Customs Department. 26 cus­
toms officers were convicted of drug 
trafficking last year.
Police Search and Rescue Squad drag a Digger reporter from a 
roof in Sydney's Victoria Street.
Katherine Gollan, Rosie, Michael and Tim report: page 5. 
(Theeman boasted that demolition would start on January 17. As 
we go to press, squatters are mustering again in Victoria Street, for 
the next round.) Filmmakers Newsreel (16 mm. frame blow up).
tions “for the good of the people” .
Examples of wrongful committal 
have occurred in Australia and will 
continue to occur unless the system 
of Institutional Psychiatry is re­
formed and the state mental health 
laws widely amended.
In South Australia an individual 
can be seized and locked away in 
a mental institution if two doctors, 
usually psychiatrists, consider the 
person requires oversight, care or 
control for her/his own good or 
in the public interest or who are 
considered incapable of managing 
their own affairs. In the case of 
an “emergency” the opinion of one 
psychiatrist suffices.
Release occurs when the Insti­
tutional psychiatrist considers the 
person to be no longer “mentally 
defective” , usually after the pre­
scribed treatment has been received.
W. Koster,
Secretary,
Citizens' Commission o f Human
Rights (Psychiatric Violations), 
Fullarton, SA.'
Hong Kong 
connection
Caught up with The Digger only 
the other day — I’m on holiday 
from London for a month — and 
very impressed mainly by its inter­
national leanings. While I was in 
London I was editing the film section 
of Time Out magazine, and for a
time contributing to the British pages 
of Rolling Stone . . .  at the moment 
I am resting halfway through gather­
ing information for a book I am 
getting together about Hong Kong 
Chinese movies. I wondered if you 
either had a regular correspondent 
who covers that part of the world 
or knew of anyone who had detailed 
knowledge about Hong Kong, Taiwan 
etc.. I’d be grateful if you could 
pass on my address to them, or let 
me have theirs if there’s anyone 
you can think of who could con­
ceivably be of any help.
I’ll be in Adelaide to the end of 
the month and really need the info, 
before I leave. After that I’ll be 
in London.
Best wishes with The Digger,
and MORE SPACE TO YOUR 
FEMINIST FILM CRITIC!
Verina Glaessner,
28 Taylor Terrace,
Rosslyn Park,
South Australia, 5072 
(to the end o f January).
If you bought a copy of the last 
Digger and found seven letters missing 
from the outside column on page one 
and thought you’d bought a bum 
copy, it might be some consolation 
to know everybody’s copy was like 
that.
Thanks to the printer.
A photocopy of the full column 
will be supplied to anyone writing- 
to Digger, PO Box 77, Carlton, Vic., 
3053.__________________________
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A  good type
Midwestern readers of the Wall 
Street Journal may have been a 
little unsettled by a recent pro- 
Nixon anti-impeachment ad. that ran 
in that prestigious newspaper. Not 
that the content of the ad. was 
unsettling — but the border around 
the ad. was made up of tiny swasti­
kas.
According to the Journal, the 
unique border was the product of 
an independent minded typesetter 
in Chicago who strongly disagreed 
with the content of the ad.. The 
Committee to Support the Presi­
dent, which had sponsored the ad., 
was reportedly furious. The Journal 
promised to run the ad. again for 
free, without the swastikas. The 
editorialising typesetter either quit 
or was fired.
Is this 
whatthey 
call sexism?
The President of Lebanon re­
cently pardoned a man who had 
served only nine months of a 17 
year sentence received after having 
been found guilty of strangling his 
15 year old daughter because she 
“had flirted with the boys” .
The pardon coincided with the 
Lebanese executive’s refusal to re­
commend the repeal of Article 562 
of the Lebanese Penal Code. Article 
562 provides that a man may slay 
a female relative whose sexual con­
duct “dishonors the family” , even 
though the conduct may consist of 
nothing more than a gesture of af­
fection toward a male acquaintance. 
The President said that the laws 
that defend the ‘honor of the family’ 
must be preserved.
— Ne wsline/FPS
Lumberjills
Women have won another vic­
tory in the battle for equal em­
ployment opportunities. A Canadian 
lumber company has opened its 
ranks to women lumberjacks.
The Great Lakes Paper Company 
has opened a new bush camp near 
Uppsala, Ontario. That camp will 
employ women woodcutters and 
heavy equipment operators working 
alongside the men.
Until now the company has em­
ployed women only as cooks.
M onster
hungry
US dependency on foreign na­
tions for essential natural resources 
is going to increase rather than di­
minish, according to an expert from 
the Overseas Development Council. 
Lester Brown, writing in the quar­
terly periodical Foreign Policy, says 
that of the 13 most basic industrial 
raw materials required for our eco­
nomy, the US will have to import 
large quantities of all of them by the 
end of the century. In sharp contrast 
this nation imported large amounts 
of only four of thbse 13 raw materials 
in 1950. Among the materials which 
will have to be imported are such 
essentials as iron, lead, tungsten, 
copper, sulfur, zinc and chromium.
Brown also warned that the re­
source shortage will be compounded 
by the probability of the world’s 
population doubling over the next 
36 years.
Brit
beef
ban
A proposed piece of legislation 
in England could have a far reaching 
effect on the kinds of rock music 
that will come from that country 
in the future. The proposal is called 
the Indecent Displays Bill, and if 
it passes it could almost castrate 
such performers as Mick Jagger and 
Alice Cooper.
Under the provisions of the bill, 
any kind of “indecent display” — 
whether in actual performance, ly­
rics, or graphic promotions — would
be illegal. British music critics say 
that the bill would directly affect 
performers like Jagger, not only for 
his lyrics, but for his behavior on 
stage as well. The bill would also 
cover indecency in films, books and 
advertising.
The clean  
machine
The on-going search for a clean, 
efficient engine to replace the stan­
dard internal combustion engine has 
been an expensive one. In the last 
two years, the government has spent 
some $23 million on the project, 
Ford spent around $20 million, and 
GM says they’ve spent $36 million. 
And now California Senator John 
Tunney wants to spend $900 million 
for a three year crash programme 
to invent the clean engine.
In the meantime, a small re­
search company in Van Nuys, Cali­
fornia — called EvGray — says that 
after 12 years of development and 
expenditures of a little over one 
million dollars, it’s perfected a fuel­
less, clean, quiet, powerful, inexpen­
sive engine that can be modified 
to power almost anything that; 
moves.
The EvGray engine — invented 
by Edwin Gray — is called the 
“EMA” motor, for “electro-magnetic 
association” . As the name implies, 
the engine operates on the principle 
of electro-magnetic transformation. 
Its only external power source con-, 
sists of four 6 volt batteries which 
never need recharging and “ live” 
for up to ten years. The engine 
requires no fuel, creates virtually 
no waste, and recycles its own 
energy. The production costs, ac­
cording to the company, are com­
parable to that of internal com­
bustion engines, but the maintenance 
cost will be far less.
The company says they see the 
new engine as a possible replace­
ment for virtually every power sys­
tem now in use, with special con­
sequences for underdeveloped na­
tions.
Already, several government agen­
cies, including the Environmental 
Protection Agency and the Air Re­
sources Board, have shown interest 
in the engine. The company plans 
to enter into licensing agreements 
to mass produce the engine in the 
(near future._____________________
Divine justice
The Guru Maharaj Ji — already 
in the midst of earthly financial 
troubles as a result of the Houston 
fiasco — is now being sued for a 
million bucks by sharing cream pie 
thrower Pat Halley. Halley is the 
underground newspaper reporter who 
last August lopped a shaving cream 
pie into the G ueu’s face during a 
visit to Detroit.
Following that incident, two of 
the Guru’s followers from the De­
troit Divine Light Mission attacked 
Halley with a hammer and beat 
him unconscious. According to the 
suit filed by Halley, he suffered 
permanent injuries, brain damage, 
and severe emotional trauma.
The suit charges that the two 
“gurunoids” who attacked Halley 
were acting as agents of the guru 
and the Divine Light Mission. The 
two assailants, identified as 25 year 
old Richard Fletcher and 55 year 
old Juteswar Misra, fled from Michi­
gan and have never been appre­
hended. Misra is now believed to 
be in Europe.
A spokesperson for the Divine 
Light Mission at the Denver national 
headquarters said, “The allegations 
in the lawsuit are completely false 
and I can’t see how it’s going to 
be possible to prove them”.
The Divine Light Mission insists 
that the two assailants were acting 
on their own, and not under the 
direction of-the guru or the Divine 
Light Mission.
Gay
guerillas
What sort of an individual be­
comes a guerilla leader? What makes 
certain people think they can defeat 
the forces of established authority? 
Such questions recently led k re­
search team to examine data on 
history’s guerilla leaders.
Under the direction of Michael 
Calvert, the team worked from 55 
samples from Asia, Africa, Europe, 
and North America. It found that
most of the guerilla leaders came 
from comparatively well off families, 
most were happily married, and 92 
per cent of them were well educated.
Coupled with this, 92 per cent 
were in average or better physical 
condition, 78 per cent had military 
experience, and 58 per cent had 
had some traumatic experience jn 
their youth — such as imprisonment, 
parents killed, or witnessing a crushed 
revolt.
About 12 per cent of the guerilla 
leaders seemed to have homosexual 
tendencies, but, Calvert says, “this 
is rather below the average among 
military commanders” .
Viets
vamoose
During the last few months in­
creasing numbers of soldiers have 
deserted from President Thieu’s 
Saigon army to the PRG zone in 
South Vietnam. An American profes­
sor of history says he recently spoke 
to many of these deserters while! 
visiting Vietnam.
Professor Gabril Kolko of York 
University in Toronto says that many 
Saigon soldiers go to great lengths 
to avoid fighting, including inflicting 
wounds on themselves. He says the 
PRG is making it especially attractive1 
to Saigon soldiers to leave the army 
and settle in the liberated zone. 
One factor is that they are actively 
welcomed back. Another is the in­
flation that is ruining that economy 
of the Thieu controlled areas.
Kolko added, “Life is, simply 
easier and better in the PRG region 
from an economic viewpoint”. He 
says that most of the men who 
desert don’t do so for any political 
reason, but just from a  standpoint 
of pragmatic self interest.
(Credit: TnterNews, Berkeley, Ca.)
Still at it
The military junta in Chile had 
a really big Christmas holiday surprise 
for 80 political prisoners this year — 
execution.
That’s the report of one of ex- 
President Allende’s economic ad­
visors, Andre van Lancker, The ad­
visor, who said he was imprisoned 
and tortured by military authorities, 
managed to return to his native 
Belgium recently. In an interview 
with the leading evening newspaper 
in Brussels, Le Soir, he described 
conditions in Chile, including the 
holiday executions.
Van Lancker says that 10,000 
Chileans have been sent to concen­
tration camps in the extreme south 
of the country. Another 15,000 
prisoners are awaiting trial. Besides 
Marxists and Socialists, these groups 
include members of the left wing of 
the Christian Democratic Party, 
whose members at one time sup-
ported the coup.
The former advisor says that many 
Christian Democrats — shocked at 
the repression of Chile’s new rulers — 
are now collaborating with Allende’s 
Marxist followers . to organise an 
underground opposition to the junta.
H eart
stoppers
The Congress this year is expected 
to pass legislation to provide controls 
over the manufacture of the thou-
sands of medical devices that con­
stitute a $3 billion business in the 
US. That figure is expected to double 
in the next ten years, and the con­
gressional legislation is designed to 
see that the lack of quality control 
in the business doesn’t double along 
with the price.
The Food and Drug Administra­
tion, which has control over medical 
devices, says that a survey of medical 
literature from 1963 to 1970 showed 
that no less than 676 patients had 
died because of poorly manufactured 
medical equipment, and another 10,- 
000 injuries could be attributed to 
the same causes.
Most of those deaths — 512 — 
were directly due to faulty heart 
valves, and 89 were attributed to 
pacemakers. The vast majority of 
the injuries — about 8,000 — were 
associated with intra-uterine devices.
Dylan
tells
Bob Dylan — now in the midst 
of his first tour in eight years — 
says that when it’s all over he may 
decide to extend it to Europe.
Dylan — who almost never gives 
press interviews — decided to talk 
with John Rockwell of the New 
York Times this week. He said that 
the current tour has been satisfying 
to him personally, and that he will 
probably add some new, original 
songs to the repertory.
As for the future, Dylan said 
that he will probably appear in a 
few more movies, and eventually 
make one of his own. He said he 
also wants to publish a book of 
his own drawings.
Wounded
Knee
Federal District Judge Fred Nichol 
opened the first trial resulting from 
the Wounded Knee Indian occupa­
tion on Tuesday. The judge dis­
played an unusual concern with the 
attitudes of potential jurors, and 
started off the session by personally 
questioning each one individually.
The trial, taking place in St. 
Paul, Minnesota, will deal only with 
the leaders of the Wounded Knee
occupation — Dennis Banks and 
Russell Means. Chief Defence counsel 
is William Kunstler, who declared 
the trial “the most important Indian 
trial of the 20th century” .
The defendents are expected to 
attempt to use the treaty of 1868 
as the cornerstone of their defence. 
Since the United States openly vio­
lated that treaty, the Indians claim 
that the government has no authority 
over Sioux Indian lands. Judge Nichol 
said Monday that he still hasn’t 
decided whether to admit that argu­
ment as a defence..
Silenced
m ajority
President Park of South Korea 
announced extraordinary emergency 
measures this week designed to silence 
opposition voices demanding consti­
tutional reform. The new Presi­
dential decrees impose stiff penalties 
on anyone calling for reforms in 
the constitution. The South Korean 
constitution was largely designed 
and pushed through by President 
Park, and gives the president extra­
ordinary powers.
The decrees were announced just 
hours after the main opposition 
party — the New Democratic Party 
— made public appeals for constitu­
tional reform. Similar demands have 
been repeatedly voiced by student 
groups and church leaders in recent 
months.
According to the emergency dec­
rees, anyone violating the order is 
liable for arrest without warrant 
and up to 15 years imprisonment. 
The decrees also apply to news­
papers and any mass media which 
report such demands. Prior to the 
Presidential order Seoul’s major news­
papers had been running front page 
news on the call for constitutional 
reform. But since the order was 
announced, the papers have carried 
no such news.
The orders also apply to foreign 
correspondents.
Desert rats
Saudi Arabia and Algeria have 
joined with Kuwait’s pledge to blow 
up their oil fields at the first sign 
of any military intervention in those 
countries.
The BBC speculates that those 
threats were probably prompted by 
recent remarks from US Defence 
Secretary James Schlesinger. Schles­
inger suggested that the US might 
consider taking oil from the Arab 
states by military means if the oil 
embargo against the US continues. 
He added that the US would not 
send troops into the Mideast, leaving 
in question just what kind of military 
action he had in mind.
First Kuwait, and then Saudi 
Arabia and Algeria pledged to blow
up all their oil fields if there are 
any attempts to forcibly take the 
oil from them.
Green pills
Ireland, one of the last bastions 
in the war against birth control, 
has fallen. The Irish Supreme Court 
has ruled that the laws forbidding 
the import and sale of contraceptives 
to the Irish Republic are unconsti­
tutional.
Four of the five judges on the 
court upheld the appeal of a married 
mother of four who decided to 
fight the birth control laws in Catho­
lic Ireland. She said she might 
die if she had another child, and 
the judges upheld her right to live.
Dutch treat
Soldiers from the Netherlands are 
probably going to freak out a few 
foreign officers at any future NATO 
manoeuvres. Dutch soldiers are no 
longer required to salute their 
officers, they no longer have to 
wear uniforms during dinner, and 
hair length regulations have been 
dropped.
In addition, reveille has been 
abolished along with the 10 pm 
roll call and the annual military 
parade.
All of these reforms were re­
cently won by the Union of Dutch 
Conscripts, to which half of the 
60,000 person Dutch military be­
longs.
The reforms came after 16 lea­
ders of the soldiers’ union organised 
a “refuse to salute day” . They were 
arrested, but the Dutch government 
finally gave in, reduced the length 
of their stockade sentences, and 
announced the new reforms.
Annual pill
A research firm in Palo Alto, 
California announced this week the 
successful development of a once 
a year birth control device for wo­
men. The ALZA Corporation says 
that it’s applied to the US Food 
and Drug Administration for ap- 
porval of the product, and hopes 
to have it on the market by late 
next year.
The device is called a “Progesta- 
sert” — which pretty much explains 
what it is — a soft plastic capsule 
containing the pregnancy inhibiting 
hormone progesterone. The capsule 
is inserted in the uterus and releases 
a small amount of the hormone 
continually for one year.
A spokesperson for the company 
says that it’s been tested on “thou­
sands of women” in the US and 
is already licensed for sale in Mexico. 
He added that the new device is 
at least as reliable as the pill, and 
has been found to have no adverse 
side effects.
AND NOW. WE BRING YOU ANOTHER IN OUR CONTINUING 
SERIES OF HELPFUL HINTS ON HOW TO  SURVIVE IN OUR 
DETERIORATING URBAN ENVIRONMENT. THI5 W EEK...
‘T    *™ 1    ■■■■■' ■"■'■i— ——— —
PIPE IMPORTED RECORDS
T H E  A L L M A N  B R O TH E R S  
Nassau Coliseum, Vols. 1 & 2 (2 record 
set), $8.00 each.
BOB D Y L A N
Great White Wonder (2 record set), $8.00. 
The Gaslight Tapes. $5,00, Seems Like A 
Freeze Out, $5.00. Riverside 1961,
$5.00. $70 Robbery, $5.00. Isle of Wight, 
$5.00. Stealin', $5.00. The Minnesota 
Tapes, $5.00. Royal Albert Hall, $5.00. 
The Demo Tapes, $5.00. Best of Great 
White Wonder, $5.00. While the Establish­
ment Burns, $5.00. Burn Some More, 
$5.00. Talkin' Bear Mountain Massacre 
Picnic Blues, $5.00. John Birch Society 
Blues, $5.00. The Kindest Cut, $5.00. 
Troubled Troubador, $5.00. Let Me Die 
In My Footsteps, $5.00. VD  Waltz, $5.00. 
Don't Look Back, $5.00. BBC Broadcast 
(2 record set), $8.00. Now Your Mouth 
Cries Wolf, $5.00.
C A R O LE  K IN G  
California Concert, $5.00.
LED  ZE P P E LIN
Live on Blueberry Hill (2 record set), 
$8.00. Mudslide, $5.00. Going to Califor­
nia (2 record set), $8.00. BBC ZEP, $5.00. 
Stairway to Heaven, $5.00. Bonzo's Birth­
day Party (2 record set), $8.00. 3 Days 
After (2 record set), $8.00. California Ex­
cerpts, $5.00. Live in Seattle (2 record set) 
$8.00.
JO H N  LE N N O N  
Telecasts, $5.00.
LE N N O N -M cC A R T N E Y  
Benefit Concert and Demos, $5.00.
LO G G IN S  A N D  M E S S IN A  
Live, $5.00.
p a u l  M cC a r t n e y
James Paul McCartney, $5.00.
JO N I M IT C H E L L  8t JAM ES T A Y L O R  
In Perfect Harmony, $5.00.
M O O D Y  BLUES
Answer to the Mystery of Life, $5.00.
V A N  M O R R IS O N  
A Spawn of the Dublin Pubs, $5.00.
NEW  R ID E R S  O F T H E  P U R PLE SAGE  
Felt Forum 1972, $5.00.
P IN K  F L O Y D
Omayyad, $5.00. Floyd Live (2 record 
set), $8.00.
PRO CO L H A R U M
The Elusive, $5.00. Shine on Live, $5.00. 
LE O N  RUSSEL
The NET Special, $5.00. Oakie from 
T  ulsa, $5.00.
R O L L IN G  STO N ES
Beautiful Delilah, $5.00. St one Relics,
$5.00. Bright Lights, Big City, $5.00.
Hyde Park 1969, $5.00. Detroit, $5.00. 
Live'r Than You'll Ever Be, $5.00. San 
Diego '69, $5.00. European Tour 1970, 
$5.00. Stoned in Europe (2 record set), 
$8.00. London Roundhouse, $5.00. 
Smooth, $5 .00 .1972 Montreaux Tour 
Rehearsals, $5.00. Burning at the Holly­
wood Palladium 1972, $5.00. Get Your 1 
Rocks Off (2 record set), $8.00. Going 
Back to the Roots, $5.00. Winter Tour 
1973, $5.00. Live on Mick's Birthday (2 
record set), $8.00. British Blues Jam, 
$5.00. Welcome to New York, $5.00. 
Madison, $5.00. Gimme Shelter (2 record 
set), $8.00.
F R A N K  ZAPPA
200 Motels, $5.00. Live at the Olympic, 
$5.00. Live in Europe, $6.00.
G R A T E F U L  D E A D
Felt Forum 1971, $5.00. A in't It Crazy?, 
$5.00. Central Park, Fillmore East, Action 
House, $5.00. Sugaree, $5.00. Dark Star, 
$5.00. Night of the Living Dead, $5.00. 
Silent Dead, $5.00. Hollywood Palladium 
Vol. 1, $5.00. Hollywood Palladium Vol.
2 (2 record set), $8.00.
We offer a very fast mail order service for 
these albums. Postage is 35 cents per re­
cord and our 10 page catalogue is free. 
(COD orders must be accompanied by a 
$1.00 deposit). Wholesale price lists are 
available to record dealers.
Write to: Toad Hall's Hare Records 
PO Box 35.
Southland Centre 
Victoria 3192.
Or visit our shop at 240 Little Collins St.
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“AND THERE WAS FIREWORKS mb MASQUERADE
IN THE QUARTER D E C K ...”
Robert Corkhill was 21 when he sailed in an emigrant clipper 
to Melbourne. The ship left Liverpool, England, In April 1855.
Corkhill was one of several hundred men, women and children 
who came to Australia as refugees from the stifling class-based 
capitalist stronghold that was England, or from the potato failure 
that killed half the population of Ireland. Corkhill himself was 
something of an outsider. He was well educated, middle class, 
devout and from the Isle of Man, in the Irish Sea between England 
and Ireland. He sailed to Australia to make his fortune as a mer­
chant.
This diary was entered in a small ruled exercise book, each day 
of the 89 day journey. The Digger will publish extracts over the 
next few issues, beginning with this, the first 24 days .
The following simple narrative 
will be found to contain many inci­
dents the like of which usually occur 
on board of Australian bound em- 
migrant ships and though they may 
appear to be in themselves unin­
teresting they are to emigrants 
(shut up as they are from almost 
everything which usually employs 
the mind) highly important and at 
the time of occurrence interesting.
The following incidents occurred 
on board the ship “British Trident” 
on. her passage from Liverpool to 
Melbourne from the former port on 
21st April and at the latter on 
19th July 1855.
It would be useless to attempt 
>a correct description of the un­
necessary confusion and mismanage­
ment which characterised this ship 
during the time she lay in the Mer­
sey which was all the more un-; 
pardonable when it is considered 
that she was a full month after 
the originally advertised time of 
sailing before she set sail which 
ought to have allowed sufficient 
time to have had everything in order 
but such unfortunately was not the 
case, in fact a good deal of the 
stores were put on board after 
getting into the river, however it 
is no use entering into a particular 
description. Suffice it to say that 
what with the singing of sailors, 
the swearing of Officers, the com­
plaining of passengers, the continual 
croaking of the German Brass Band 
and last though by no means least 
the squealing of pigs (which were 
only got aboard after the passengers 
were ready for sea), we were drilled 
almost into suitable candidates for 
another Babel, as we were I think 
there might be a more feeble com-; 
parison between many things, than 
between this ship as she lay in the' 
river Mersey and on the former part 
of the voyage and the Original Babel 
as in addition to the other sources 
of confusion we had plenty of 
“CJonfusion of tongues” including 
English, Irish, Scotch, Welsh, French, 
German, Dutch, Poles, Greeks and 
Manx and I don’t know but there 
might have been more. Under these 
circumstances we weighed anchor at 
noon on Saturday 21st April 1855 
and with the assistance of the Steam 
Tug “Dreadnought” we cleared the 
mouth of the Mersey at 2 o’ clock 
in the afternoon. She accompanied 
us for a few miles further and 
upon her leaving us we were heartily 
cheered and wished all speed, to 
which wish I don’t think there were 
many dissenters and sorrowful as 
they must have been leaving the 
land of theii fathers they nevertheless 
managed courage enough to return 
the cheer most manfully (perhaps 
the last opportunity many of them 
would have o f doing so to their 
own countrymen in their own coun­
try. I must confess that a great 
many such thoughts as these would 
have rushed into my mind, but 
for a sort of conviction 1 felt that 
I was in the path of duty and 
providence in which I hope I shall 
realise my anticipations.
At about eleven o’ clock saw 
the Skerries lighthouse after which 
I retired for the night. Before going 
to bed I observed that a great many 
of our passengers were of a very 
low order in fact the lowest that 
I ever had an opportunity of seeing. 
I could hardly help shuddering when 
hearing the infamous language which 
they made use of. They appeared 
accomplished in the art of swearing 
which they did with such rapidity 
and vehemence as created a regular 
din such you might expect to hear 
in a public house of a fair night 
when all hands would be drunk. 
On Sunday morning about 8 o’ 
clock we found ourselves off the 
coast of Dublin and continued our 
course on the coast of Ireland all 
day. This morning our number was 
increased by the addition of an 
infant, it survived however blit a 
short time and was committed to 
the deep, I believe the birth was 
premature and was no doubt accele­
rated by sea sickness and annoyances 
to which she like others was sub­
jected. A good many of the passen­
gers were sea sick today, I did not 
feel any of the ordinary sensation 
of sea sickness myself yet I did 
feel rather squeamish.
It may not be improper to de­
scribe here our first “Sunday at Sea’’ 
I expected we should have had some
sort oi service on board but in 
this I was deceived. The confusion 
in which- we started had not yet 
subsided. Our purser was busy 
arranging the passengers in Messes 
etc. I could observe in one place 
a party at card playing, another 
quarreling and others dancing and 
playing musical instruments, but in 
no place could I see a party who
appeared to have any particular res­
pect for the Sabbath. This character 
was pretty well sustained during 
tiie voyage, in fact I am of opinion 
that it is but seldom that so many 
persons happen to be in one ship 
and so few  who ever professed any­
thing like piety.
Tuesday 24th. Nothing of im­
portance occurred yesterday. Today 
our Captain made his appearance 
between decks and I think for the 
first time and appeared to be very 
urgent that the place should be at 
once cleaned and proper order 
established. The passengers were 
ordered to the task under pain of 
being deprived of their rations and a 
number of other threats which were 
never carried out. Some obeyed and 
others refused alleging that it was 
the Captain’s duty to see that the 
ship was pu t in order and theirs 
to keep it so and thus we were 
just as near order and cleanliness 
at the end as at the beginning of 
the day, but no nearer.
Wednesday 25th. Today we have 
entered into the far famed Bay of 
Biscay noted for its roughness and 
though the weather was not stormy 
we experienced a very heavy roll 
of a sea which caused the ship 
to roll heavily. On the course of 
the day we spied two ships, one 
at noon and the other about 5 o’ 
clock, by whom we were no doubt 
reported.
Thursday 26th. Our Captain and 
Surgeon made their appearance a 
second time today and caused the 
place to be cleaned in right earnest 
of which I was very glad.
Friday 27th. Great dissatisfaction 
prevailed among the protestant em­
igrants today in consequences of 
their dinner being composed of
nothing but very unpalatable dry 
fish, simply to accommodate the 
Catholics and contrary to the written 
subs of the ship.
Saturday 28th. A splendid day 
but nearly becalmed — the water 
almost as smooth and clear as a 
mirror.
Sunday 29th. We commenced the 
Sabbath today in something more 
of a Christian manner. After break­
fast and cleaning up we were ordered 
on to the poop where a large awning 
was spread and everything prepared 
for service. The bell tolled as on land 
and a very fair congregation we 
should have had if all the passengers 
had attended but many (of the 
Catholics) declined, but posited 
themselves in different parts of 
the ship playing cards. This was 
however put a stop to and the 
cards arrested. At eleven o’ clock 
we were mustered and the Captain 
(certainly not the most worthy
character in the world for such 
a task) commenced reading the usual 
service of the Church of England, 
the Doctor officiating as clerk. 
Nothing was attempted beyond the 
Liturgy and the lessons for the day 
viz 4 Chapter (illegible) 26th Acts. 
It had the effect however of stamping 
the day with some degree of sacred­
ness and upon the whole this Sab­
bath was moderately observed. In 
the afternoon of this day I saw 
at the distance of 5 or 6 miles 
a large column of spray thrown 
into the air which had the appearance 
of a steamer’s funnel but was caused 
by the breathing of a whale. This 
evening for the first time I heard 
the evening hymns siing by a party 
of Cornish men; it had a very pleasing 
effect. By . the calculations of the 
Officers we were today in Lat. 35 
deg. North and Longitude 18.30 
deg. West thus shewing a progress 
of about 1,200 miles in a direct 
line, though we had sailed consider­
able more. We progressed little or 
nothing this day being nearly be­
calmed — the water as smooth as 
a mill dam and the air as soft 
and balmy as I could wish, though 
rather warmer than a Manx summer.
Monday 30th. Sighted a ship 
ahead, apparently with the same 
course as ourselves, being the first 
seen since Thursday. I have also 
the pleasure of observing that there 
is a little more regularity on board 
than at the commencement. On the 
evening of this day we sighted an­
other vessel which we signalled and 
ascertained to be a schooner bound 
from the Mediterranean to South 
America. We also came in contact 
with an immense shoal of porpoises 
(some times known as sea pigs) 
after which we got a nice breeze
of wind which took us along at 
the rate of about 10 miles an hour.
May 1st. Sighted two ships, one 
of which was in the same direction 
as ourselves. Some of our passengers 
were very positive that this was 
the “White Star” which left Liver­
pool one day before us.
May 2nd. Came up with the 
ship that was to have been the 
“White Star” but which turned out 
To be the ship “Indiana” from 
London to Bombay 13 days out 
about 12 o’ clock. We came along­
side of this ship and our Capt. 
spoke her by trumpet which was 
returned by the Capt. of the 
“Indiana” who inquired for our 
number and health and wished us
a pleasant voyage. After they had 
done speaking our band of music 
was mustered and caused to dis­
play some of their science amidst 
vociferous cheering on both sides. 
This was a fine looking ship of
about 1,000 tons. In the course 
of the day we espied land, though 
at so great a distance as to be 
scarcely distinguishable. I believe it 
was one of the Madeiras called 
St. Anthony’s. In the morning we 
sighted three vessels more to which 
we came up and passed successively 
though at too great a distance to 
distinguish them.
May 4th. We had a regular row ! 
this day in consequence of some 
of the parties on board accusing 
the Officers of breach of duty and 
unwarranted liberties. This of course 
they were unwilling should come 
to the Captain’s hearing and thought 
they could frighten the passengers 
with their old threats which they 
had more sense than to mind.
May 5th. This morning we came 
up with a Norwegian barque and 
passed her. We came in sight of 
another vessel at a distance, to 
which we came up at about 12 o’ 
dock and signalled her but she re­
fused to return the compliment, 
consequently we passed on and soon 
left her. It was quite amusing to 
hear with what enthusiasm the crew 
and many of the passengers spoke 
of the sailing capabilities of our 
ship. They seemed to be of the 
opinion that as we passed all the 
ships which we came in sight of 
that she must necessarily be a very 
fast sailor, but all this proves is, 
that there are other ships slower, 
for most assuredly the same speed 
as enabled us to come in sight 
of them would enable her in course 
of time to pass them.
May 6th. We were favoured with 
a splendid breeze which took us 
along at from ten to fifteen knots 
per hour at different periods of 
the day. So far we have not felt
any particular inconvenience from 
the heat of the weather though 
4 or 5 hundred miles south of 
the Tropic of Cancer and moreover 
the sun being in its Northern Orbit 
since 21st March we shall have it 
j vertical upon us some 15 degrees 
north of the Equator (or line) into 
which we shall soon enter. I think 
I have felt it nearly as warm in 
the Isle of Man about Midsummer 
I for a short time at noon. I think 
the reason for this apparently 
strange drcumstance is the strong 
N.E. winds which prevail here with 
which the cooling nature of the 
sea air has the effect of more or 
less subduing this otherwise uncon­
genial climate to an agreeable one. 
The heat is worse felt between 
decks. I occasionally slept without 
any covering except a sheet in con­
sequence of being troubled with 
too much perspiration, though a 
window directly overhead was open
to the fresh air the agreeable puffs 
of which went far to make it 
sufferable.
Sunday 7th■ We-had service read 
this morning again by the Captain 
and Dr. with lessons from 8th 
Deuteronomy and 4th of St. 
Matthew. I must admit however 
that the service had but a very 
indifferent effect upon myself and 
I dare say others felt nearly the 
same, knowing as we did that the 
officiating men cared far less for 
the observance of the Sabbath, 
than they did of their wine. On 
Monday last our Capt. was quite 
drunk though acting as chaplain 
the day before. In fact there is 
not an officer on board from the 
Captain downwards but is addicted 
to drinking and all other kinds of 
bad conduct which usually follow 
on the train; for instance swearing 
for which they are infamous (the 
Doctor alone excepted). With such 
an opinion I could always obtain 
more benefit from reading a chapter 
in my bible than by attending what 
might properly be designated a mock 
service. Yet I always did attend 
to shew so much respect for the 
Sabbath. The Roman Catholic por­
tion of the passengers have com­
menced holding service between 
decks and are by far the most 
sincere at least during the time 
the service goes on. It is usually 
a mutual sort of performance — 
as they have no acting priest every­
one kneels very devoutly. One of 
the most influential among them 
is appointed to read their service 
when all the rest strike in and 
respond. These are by far the most 
open professors of their religion 
that I know as they will kneel
anywhere without caring where or 
before whom and thus perform 
their crossings etc. in earnest, but 
it is surprising how soon they forget 
their religious feelings, either from 
this or from considering their obliga­
tions discharges in the act of their 
humiliation they are immediately 
prepared to engage with zest in 
a game of cards or to dance to 
a fiddle of which they are peculiarly 
fond. It appears to me in fact that 
they are impelled to their devotions 
by some other cause than a sense of 
conviction of duty (there are how­
ever a few exceptions) and upon 
the whole though more inconsistent 
they would bear a favourable com­
parison with the great majority of 
protestants.
May 7th. Saw a few small fishes 
which are generally known as flying 
fishes though the extent of their 
flying is very limited — about 10 
or 15 yards perhaps, they fly by
means of their fins which so soon 
as they dry cause them to fall back 
into the water. They are something 
less than a herring and nearly the 
same colour. There was one on board 
a day or two ago which I believe 
flew over the lower side of the ship.
May 8th. This morning our 
number was diminished by the death 
of an infant about eighteen months 
old. The poor father who lost his 
wife but a short time before he 
embarked took it very badly. This 
evening attended the funeral of the 
dear child which would have been a 
very impressive ceremony but that 
our Chaplain (the Capt.) appeared 
to labour considerably mote under 
the influence of brandy than under 
the influence .which usually attend 
or ought to attend those who take 
upon themselves to commit the body 
to a glorious resurrection.
May 9th. Met an English barque 
homeward bound in the 7th degree 
of north Latitude and 25° West 
Longitude. We signalled her but in 
consequence of having a good and 
favourable breeze of wind and sailing 
very rapidly at the time we did not 
stop to ascertain many particulars. 
I have no doubt however but that 
we will be reported by her.
The manner in which ships usually 
j signalise and speak to each other is 
(though apparently mysterious) very 
simple. Though I do not rightly 
understand it yet I believe to be 
somewhat as following viz: The 
nationality of the ship is ascertained 
from hoisting the national flag, and 
the vessel’s name by number, for 
which all ships are provided with 
a sort of directory. Every ship is 
brought out opposite a certain 
number, I believe the registration 
number. The number is ascertained
by flags representing figures for 
which, of course, there requires to 
be only ten to represent any number 
of ships. The ports from which 
they hail are ascertained by a similar 
process.
In consequence of some very in­
decent transactions having occurred 
between decks and elsewhere — 
which conduct was shared in if not 
led by the officers — and many 
complaints being thus provoked 
there were three constables appointed 
to keep their vigil between decks 
all night to see and report any 
unseemly conduct which might be 
discovered. I fear however they will 
not be so useful as many are apt to 
imagine as with such men a glass 
of grog given opportunely would 
be quite sufficient to excuse any 
enormity particularly when coming 
from Officers. The young females 
aboard of this ship, though apparent­
ly respectable, are generally speaking 
very regardless of , themselves and 
their character. If this is a fair 
representation of female emigrants 
I could by no means advise any 
young woman for whom I enter­
tained any respect to come out 
in any ship, particularly between 
decks, without the protection of 
a male relative because I consider 
such society more than likely to 
produce contamination, and even 
if not it would to a well disposed 
female be a very fruitful source 
of grief and disappointment.
May 10th. We have had some 
very heavy rain this morning, the 
first we have had since leaving Liver­
pool. Light head winds though 
squally consequently making little 
or no progress. The weather is now 
beginning to feel decidedly warm. 
This afternoon the sailors caught 
a young shark whicn was cut up 
and eaten by them as quite a luxury.
May 11th. We are quite at a 
standstill today, sometimes actually 
losing ground though we occasionally 
get a puff of wind like a breath 
which only tempts the poor sailors 
as it blows from a different quarter 
almost every puff and the sailors 
have no sooner got the sails set 
for its reception than it is gone, 
the next breeze perhaps coming from 
quite a contrary direction, which 
causes them hard work for another 
while to be again disappointed. If 
we could only keep before the breeze 
we might get along nicely, but the 
wind seems to travel unusually fast 
here. This evening we had a grand 
display of fireworks together with 
a dancing in masquerade in the 
quarter deck. There were two gentle­
men of the saloon cabin representing 
and dressed up as Indian Chiefs 
dancing to the war whoops and 
ultimately so excited by the music 
as to enter into a regular action 
which came off with great eclat.
May 12th. For the last three 
'days we have scarcely sailed as many 
miles as we have in the time spent 
j of hours. We have now got a slight 
breeze which though hot favourable 
is nevertheless very acceptable as 
the weather has been oppressively 
warm. We are now sailing quite 
out of course, that is to say though 
we do sail, we make no progress 
whatever is not losing. In the 
morning we saw a ship followirig 
with same course as ourselves which 
evidently caught the breeze before 
we did as she was pretty close 
upon us in the morning but since 
we got the breeze we have left 
her out of sight. This evening the 
poor Cook was put in crows and 
afterwards cowardly and unmerci­
fully kicked for no other reason 
than that of burning a few loaves 
of bread when baking them. Yet 
the passengers’ cook has frequently 
been guilty of the same and far 
worse crimes and has been fre­
quently complained against to the 
Capt. (in fact he knows little about 
cooking) yet this has all been over­
looked. I fancy what led to this 
was the Cabin passengers having dis­
covered that the food they were 
served with was not exactly whole­
some, hinted so much to the Capt. 
which would have the effect of 
exciting anger and the poor Cook 
being the first object upon which 
he could decently give vent to his 
! spleen got the benefit of it. I may 
here just remark that if the saloon 
passengers upon all occasions knew 
the kind of food they were served 
with they would not have quite 
so extraordinary opinions of their 
own over other classes of passengers 
in that respect. I have frequently 
seen pigs and sheep which died of 
disease (I believe a great proportion 
died in this way) doped up by the 
butchers and sent to the cook and 
ultimately found the way to the 
saloon cabin dining table as fresh 
pork and mutton.
May 13 th. Today we had service 
read by the Doctor the Capt. not 
being too sober (lessons at least) 
lessons 11 Chap. Matthew.
— Continued on page 8.
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The family 
addiction
by Helen Garner 
Scene: a house full of sleeping 
people. The middle of the night.
Alice (from her room): Mum!
Helen: What’s wrong?
Alice: I want a drink of milk.
Alan: I’ll get it for you. (Goes 
into Alice’s room.)
Alice: No! I don’t want you! I 
want Mummy!
Helen (from room): I’m going 
back to sleep. Alan will get you a 
drink.
Alice (challengingly): No! No!
Alan: Do you want hot or cold 
milk?
Alice: I want Mummy to get it.
Helen: Alan will get it. I’m not 
coming in. I’ll see you in the morn­
ing.
Alice (bellowing): If Alan gets 
me some milk, I won’t drink it. 
(Alice’s rage and stubbornness reach 
such volume that Helen comes in. 
Helen and Alan sit on bed while 
child roars. Roaring gradually sub­
sides.)
Helen (picking up Alice): I can’t 
always be the one to wake for you. 
Sometimes other people will do it. 
Now I’m going back to bed. You 
know T’m in the next room, every­
thing is alright. But Alan is going to 
help you so I can go back to sleep.
Alice (getting back under sheet): 
If Alan gets me some milk, I won’t 
drink it.
(Alice turns face to wall and adults 
go back to bed.)
* * *
Scene: a dinner table. 15 adults and 
Alice. Heleii has been unable to join 
in adult conversation because Alice 
keeps asking her to go into the next 
room and dance. After three hours, 
Helen jacks up.
Helen: I don’t want to dance any 
more, for a while. Why don’t you ask 
someone else?
Alice: No. I want you to dance 
with me.
Two places along from Helen sits 
Jon, who has no children of his own, 
and takes the ideological position of 
openness to other people’s children. 
While Helen fights for a couple of 
moments to herself, Jon is deeply en­
gaged in a dissertation, viz — how 
marvellous it would be for the human 
race if children were not mother- 
fixated, how much happier everyone 
would be if children could accept the 
care and love of other adults as 
equally valuable. Jon does not notice 
the quiet battle going on two places 
further round the table.
* * *
Scene: a living room at dinner time.
Jon: We’re all going out to eat. > 
Coming?
Helen: Alice has gone to sleep — 
I’ll have to stay here with her.
Michelle: I’ll stay with her — you 
go. I don’t want to have dinner any­
way.
Helen: Thanks!
(Five minutes later Helen goes out 
the front door and meets Michelle 
also on her way out the door.)
Helen (unwilling to lay heavy 
trip): But . . . didn’t you say you 
were staying here for a while?
Michelle: I was just going over to 
Falconer Street to watch television. 
But I’ll stay if you really want me 
to.
* *  *
We got talking at the Dagger-
Works’ office about children, and 
parents, and people who live with 
other people’s children. There was 
me and Ponch and Alan, who live 
with Alice (4); and Alan Smith, 
who lives with Jenny and Peter and 
Anna (9), Miriam (4) and Owie (2).
One thing we all wanted, for 
various reasons, was to break the 
parent-child axis. Obviously, the 
longer a child has lived with only its 
parents, or one of them, the harder 
this is going to be. A parent can 
only go so far without rejecting the 
child; and the child can’t be expec­
ted to break away by itself. Like 
anyone with power over anyone 
else, the child is reluctant to abdi­
cate, and so is the parent; both 
parent and child are apprehensive 
about new freedom and the end of 
old dependences.
Not many childless adults are in a 
position to have dose relationships 
with small children. Some enjoy the 
luxury of a fashionable ideological 
stance without having to  do much 
more than talk about it. Some seem 
unable to resolve the contradiction 
between two arms of the hippie 
philosophy: I want to live sponta­
neously, I don’t want to tie myself 
down to any plans, particularly ones 
suggested by other people; and I 
want to be part of the great family 
of human beings, a parent of all 
children. Some show alarming gaps 
between word and action. A few 
plunge right in, copping rejection as 
best they can.
Ponch: Alice always turns to you. 
I’m second best, or further down 
the list. I don’t have a really strong 
relationship with her unless you’re 
not there, and when you come back 
it disappears. She has a better time 
with you because you’re prepared to 
give her more time and attention.
Helen: Why is that?
Ponch: Because I’m frightened.
Helen: What of?
Ponch: . . . That she doesn’t like 
me.
* * *
There’s an old myth that if a 
child doesn’t like you, there must 
be something wrong with you. 
Children are supposed to have in­
built shit detectors. It’s more likely, 
I think, that small kids haven’t yet 
learnt the adult virtue of dissembl­
ing. Or tact, if you want to call it 
that. Brutal frankness is hard to 
handle — viz those heart stopping 
moments when a child calls your 
attention, in a loud and ringing 
tone, to some physical peculiarity 
in a passerby.
People often interpret a child’s 
preference for its parent as a com­
ment on their personality, whereas 
the violence of a child’s reaction 
may be simply the passion of the 
moment.
Ponch: If Alice blows it with me 
when you’re around, she knows it’s 
cool — she knows you’re more per­
ceptive and experienced about her 
than I am.
, Helen: But it seems to me what 
actually happens is that I exert 
authority when I’ve had enough — I 
tell her to piss off — while you tend 
to explain things to her at length.
Ponch: But I don’t want to talk 
to other adults like that — telling . 
them to piss off!
Alan: I always hope I can say 
that to my friends and trust them 
to know what I mean.
Alan Smith: Parents have to 
fight with their children to preserve
an increasingly limited personal 
space. Other adults come to the kick 
¡with that space already assured. 
They know they can go away, or 
shut the door. But because you’re 
fighting for this personal space, you 
sometimes put a kid down, although 
you don’t want to. Others,-who 
aren’t fighting for space, have an 
ideological objection to putting kids 
down, so they don’t do it.
Helen: They don’t need to, be­
cause they know someone else will.
Alan Smith: One awful thiqgthat 
happens when ideologically com­
mitted people who don’t live with 
kids come to visit a house where 
parents and non-parents are trying 
to share the work of looking after 
children — they find the house 
attractive, the kids are more open 
than others they’re used to — but 
then, the moment comes when a 
parent is striving against suffocation 
and has to put a kid down in order 
to survive. It’s a terrible rejection as 
a parent, to see people showing ob­
vious signs of disillusionment —
‘Look how they’re treating her!’.
* * *
Helen: How does it change your 
life, deciding to live with a child?
Alan: I changed from not want­
ing to have anything to do with 
kids, and resenting them, through a 
fairly painless transition, to being 
really close to Alice. I’m lucky, I 
suppose — four’s a good age. You 
can leave the room without being 
afraid they’ll suffocate.
It’s funny how I often find Alice 
and I are in the same situation — 
both of us wanting to be with you, 
when you’re not there. I can talk 
to Alice about this without having 
to change or simplify my words at 
all.
Ponch: Well . . . I’m no longer 
as free as I used to be. I can’t act 
so spontaneously any more — going 
out at night for example, which 
affects my relationship with people 
who don’t have to make arrange­
ments in advance in order to go out. 
But one thing I really like is having 
breakfast all together.
Alan Smith: That thing about 
spontaneity — people who’ve 
arrived at an ideological position 
about kids think parents should be 
able to act spontaneously. ‘Just 
bring ’em along,’ they say, ‘and 
we’ll all handle it.’ They forget — 
you need years of practice, and 
there’s never enough grown ups to 
go round.
Ponch: And what if the kid 
doesn’t feel like going?
* * *
Someone usually has to make the 
sacrifice, and often the parent insists 
on being the mug, with an air you
¡might have to call martyred. This is 
partly because it’s really hard to get 
over the feeling that your children 
¡are an imposition you are putting on 
pther people. This is irrational, and 
irritating for people who feel you 
are denying them the right to relate 
directly to the child . . .  but it’s a 
very strong feeling, and one that’s 
hard to explain to non-parents.
Alan Smith: I can’t help feeling, 
sometimes, that by just living with 
us and our kids, people are putting 
themselves out so much we can’t ask 
anything more of them. I know it’s 
ridiculous . . .
Helen: And being martyred — 
that’s a feeling I get when Ponch 
doesn’t do something she’s promised 
to do, like when it was Alice’s birth­
day and you’d promised to come on 
the picnic with all the kids and we 
waited and you never showed up be­
cause you’d gone to do street 
theatre. The resentment I feel for 
something like that is quite dispro­
portionate. I couldn’t even talk to 
you about it.
Alan Smith: Not talking things 
out, about children, is another symp­
tom of resentment. Terrific resent­
ments build up in a household.
People imagine that when you live 
together in a group there are no 
political or power relationships. This 
just isn’t so. And things come up be­
fore everyone is ready to deal with 
them.
Helen: Often I feel I can’t trust 
other people to be as responsible as 
I am about Alice. Like the time Jon 
was supposed to pick her up at kin­
der but there was a mixup and no- 
one went, and she was waiting till 
4.30. And sometimes people aren’t 
tough enough about insisting she go 
to bed at a reasonable time. It’s OK 
for them, all very free and everything, 
but I have to put up with her the 
next day when she’s tired and crabby. 
That’s why I sometimes act martyred.
Alan: People sometimes have joys 
which also involve a lot of pain, and 
they come to resent sharing either.
Ponch: That’s true about couples, 
too.
* * *
Some situations can be resolved 
through an unexpected flash of in­
sight. A few evenings ago I was going 
to a meeting. Alice was asking if she 
could come, knowing she couldn’t 
but having a bash at insisting anyway. 
She squeezed out a few tears and 
clung to my leg. I kept pointing out 
that there were three other people 
there to look after her, but she wasn’t 
satisfied. Suddenly Philip Brooks, 
who was visiting us, said in a conver­
sational tone, “Hey Alice, want to 
do some acrobatics with me?” “Yes!” 
she answered, letting go my leg and 
turning up her face for a kiss good­
bye. Away we went in opposite direc­
tions.
Philip ’s suggestion wasn’t the sort 
of diversionary tactic people dredge 
Up in desperation, but rather a posi­
tive and attractive reason for Alice to 
stay home — a dignified retreat from 
the battle, so that she didn’t have to 
lose face by merely submitting to res­
traint.
* * *
Ponch: I think you do too many 
things for Alice, Helen, things she 
could do for herself — like doing up 
her sandals, or putting her jumper on. 
When she asks me to do those things, 
I say no.
Helen: I guess I do them just in 
the interest of haste.
Alan: I like her to be aware that I 
can decide to do something for her 
rather than having to. Sometimes 
that leads to a battle of wills — like 
once she wouldn’t share something 
with Graeme, and then when she 
asked for a share of his food he said, 
‘If you won’t share, I won’t either’.
Ponch: When Helen’s not there, 
we don’t get into those battles. May­
be Alice knows where my limits are, 
and they’re not where yours are.
/ ' ** * *
People’s ideals are seriously tested 
in the middle of the night. To begin 
with, mothers in particular, and some 
fathers, have developed the sort of 
mechanism that wakes them at the 
slightest sound from thé child’s 
room: their feet hit the floor before 
their eyes open. This sensitivity 
comes from the first few weeks of 
the child’s life, and it’s usually too 
much to expect a non-parent to de­
velop it when the child is three or 
older. The unfortunate truth is that 
many non-parents can sleep through 
anything, and even if they do wake 
up they haven’t got the experience 
to understand what the child needs, 
or the confidence (bleary with sleep) 
to make a guess and act on it. If  the 
parent is out, anything less than a 
major freakoutor nightmare can 
usually be handled with a drink or a 
little talk or a cuddle; but if the 
parent is in the house, it’s not so 
simple.
Alan Smith says he and Jenny 
wonder, disappointedly, if maybe 
it’s only possible to share children 
with other parents; that way, every­
one understands the committments 
and sacrifices that have to be made, 
and you know it’s going to work 
both ways. On the other hand some­
one (who, admittedly doesn’t have 
any children or live with any) re­
marked to me today, “A child 
shouldn’t be seen as the result of 
two people having fucked, but 
rather às the issue of the sexuality of 
all people” .
The wild 
bunch- 
kids in 
collectives
by Michael Quinn
Nuclear families all around me. Ex­
pression and confirmation of the 
oppression of women. Kids made 
dependent for so long. Inhabitants 
of them putting their family before 
the rest of humanity. Private property 
fetishes exercised over other humans. 
Sexuality straightjacketed. Lives and 
possibilities stunted.
I don’t  want to be part of it. 
But I cannot ignore it. I do not 
want women, nor kids, fated to 
this. I want to relate to kids, as 
one human to another.
Is there another way to rear kids?
Limited processes threatening the 
nuclear family and all it entails may 
be at work. Women’s liberation con­
sciousness. Kids going to  pre-school 
and child care centres. The struggle 
in schools for more independence 
for kids The growing battles against 
alienation in industry and social life 
(being ordered about and made in­
significant sends men scurrying for 
a haven which is theirs to lord 
over: the family).
Impatient or dubious about these 
processes, some people are trying 
right now to bring kids up without 
putting them or women down.
* * *
In Britain there is this small but 
growing network of libertarian poli­
tical collectives. They are involved 
in supporting squatting by homeless 
families, factory occupations and 
prisoner rights campaigns.
Many of them are also into com­
munal child rearing. Usually the bio­
logical mother (occasionally the 
father) is part pf the collective. The 
kids often take a common surname, 
eg there are five kids f t  London 
now with the surname “Wild” . In 
London the collective kids go to 
the same play group, and at the 
end of the day may go home to 
a commune which is not their pri­
mary one.
Last week I rapped with Harry 
and Lisa, from a Leeds collective 
which is hooked into the network. 
With them in Sydney for a short 
holiday — partly financed by a well- 
paid Sydney friend — is Cass Wild, 
a 13 month old boy and part of 
their collective.
Too many people, for their liking, 
who visited them, had- gawked at 
Cass and asked: “Is this the com­
munal baby?”
My focus was on Cass’s “parents” . 
So who is this collective?
Cass’ mother Kathy had joined 
the Leeds group when she was two 
months pregnant. Kathy’s pregnancy 
was unplanned and she’d gone along 
with it, alternately wanting and not 
wanting to have a child. “Typical 
enough,” thought Lisa, “of women 
in capitalist society.”
Jenny, the communard who’s just 
had a baby girl, actually set out 
to have a kid — she likes kids and 
was in a “romantic phase” with 
the father at the time. After splitting 
up with him, she joined the collec­
tive, by this time five months preg­
nant. “With hindsight,” says Harry, 
“Jenny says she shouldn’t have got 
pregnant in so irresponsible a way, 
but feels she’s lucky the way it 
turned out.”
Kathy and Jenny both came into 
contact with Harry and Lisa, and 
Keith and Lyn (the other two com­
munards), through the squatting 
movement. “They joined as people, 
not as mothers.”
But why did the other commu­
nards want kids? “We wanted to 
get away from the situation where 
one person, usually the mother, did 
all the shitwork associated with child- 
rearing. We saw it as part of the 
liberation of women” according to 
Lisa. “And the first years are so 
formative. We don’t want kids to be 
privatised to become emotionally de­
pendent on one or two people, and 
then later transfer this dependency 
onto tiie other half of a couple. We 
want kids to be able to relate to- a 
lot of people.”
The practice wasn’t easy for 
Harry. There was a period when, 
through lack of money, everyone 
but him was out at work. “I was 
very involved at the time in ah 
embryonic squatting campaign in 
Leeds and I suppose I felt my skills 
were indispensable to it. And there 
I was landed with Cass, so to speak. 
I tried incorporating Cass into my 
activities but I ended up being stuck 
in the house. I got a bit frantic 
and felt I was being used. Slowly I 
realised others were making sacri­
fices and also I started to enjoy 
relating to Cass more.”
Harry and Keith are part of a 
Leeds “men’s group” which has been 
going nearly nine months now. 
“We’re trying to be more open about 
our feelings, trying to work out 
how to break down our sexism to­
gether,” says Harry. “ I think being 
involved in this group has made 
us much less compulsive and com­
petitive in our relationship with wo­
men. And much less heterosexual, 
at least in outlook — there’s several 
gay men in our group.”
Harry and Keith recently attended 
a national conference of men’s 
groups in Birmingham — 150 men 
were there from 20 groups.
Everyone in the collective at­
tempts to relate equally to Cass. 
Usually the night before they de­
cide who will get Cass up and take 
responsibility for him the next day. 
But doesn’t Kathy relate more to 
him being the mother? “Yes, at 
one stage,” Harry recounts, “we all 
felt that she tended to pick him 
up more for instance. I suppose it’s 
the experiential difference. She bore 
him after all. But th e . rest of us 
disliked the idea of being put in a 
secondary role. So we talked it out 
and Kathy agreed. So far Cass 
doesn’t go for comfort to one of 
us more than the others.”
“I t ‘wasn’t just that,” Lisa added. 
“I wouldn’t agree with picking a 
kid up so much anyway. Probably 
if I was left alone to bring up a 
kid I’d be too hard: perhaps Kathy 
by herself would be too soft. This 
way, we get a balance.”
A deliberately bisexual name was 
chosen for Cass. “As a small act 
of resistance to rigid sex stereo­
typing,” was Harry’s explanation. 
Lisa too saw it as “ trying to break 
dwon roles embodied in names. When 
people meet a kid and find out 
its name they tend to act differently 
if it’s a gprl’s or boy’s name, even 
when the kid is behaving and looking 
like it could be either.”
But was there something more 
to it? Were they into trying to 
create an androgynous being?
“Androgynous is the latest trendy 
word — but I suppo&e, yes, as far as 
possible” according to Lisa. “My 
idea of utopia is people relating
— Continued on page 10
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New stage in battle for Victoria Street
TheemcuYs m ob and cops evict Victoria Street squatters
Thursday morning was smog-grey, 
bleak, overcast. How did it start for 
those involved in the events in Vic­
toria Street?
Some were finishing all night 
street patrols. Others were watching 
local police stations. For Joe Meis- 
ner, karate teacher, it began by 
issuing his army of thugs with sledge 
hammers, crow bars and iron picks. 
The word “thugs” in this article will 
be used to describe the hoons, 
bouncers and night club spruikers 
from nearby King’s Cross who were 
paid a reputed $100 a day by Thee- 
man, the developer responsible for 
the evictions. It could just as cor­
rectly be used to describe the de­
velopers themselves, of course, but 
for the sake of clarity and to avoid 
repetition they will be referred to as 
“developers”.)
Squatters were all awakened at
6.00 am when television camera- 
people appeared on the street below. 
Hie television crews tipped squatters 
that the raid would begin at 7.00 
am. For many others in Sydney the 
day began with a ’phone call at
6.00 am on the “ ’phone tree” . 300 
o f these extra supporters crowded 
the street by 7.00 am jeering at the 
scabs, thugs and police. Squatters 
gathered on the balconies watching 
the arrival of a Hertz truck out of 
which emerged the thugs armed 
with instruments to smash down the 
doors. About ten yards behind them 
were the police. More police ap­
peared at both ends of Victoria 
Street. Press reports talked of up to 
250 police.
A squatter from no. 115, who 
was arrested, remembers the morn­
ing:
“A thug read a statement outside. 
Then they started bashing down the
doors with sledge hammers and crow 
bars . . .  it was terrifying wondering 
whether we’d be beaten up by the 
thugs or the cops or both . . .  M 
“People were securing the gaps in 
the barricades that allowed the pat­
rols in and out. It quickly became
Film-makers' Newsreel
apparent how flimsy the barricades 
were in the face of the attack . . .  
Someone shouted: ‘to the roof.
“Four of us who were living in 
no. 115 clambered onto the roof. I 
think that the other four left after 
the eviction notice was read . . .
“There was a feeling from the 
street of support, but whether that 
was because of the politics or the 
theatricality of the situation . . .  
there seemed to be a lot of people 
heckling the thugs and the cops 
down there. Someone threw us up
some oranges.
“We noticed the Police Rescue 
Squad Van about 7.30 am. Then 
they came over the roof next door 
and took the people on that roof 
away . . , they fixed ropes around 
people, under their arms, and low-
Photo:The houses have been emptied, but one squatter has begun his 17-hour chimney squat 
Footage: While the police rescue squad hold the chimney secure, a thug begins to demolish i t , with squatter atop
ered them down or they came down 
ladders.
“About 9.00 am they were on 
our roof. One of them spoke to me: 
‘Alright. You’ve made your point. 
I’m on your side. Get off the, roof.
I told him if he was on our side
then get off the roof.”
The Police Rescue Squad mem­
bers seemed resentful of not being 
seen in their usual heroic role. They 
weren’t  saving crazies from hurling 
themselves from buildings and cliffs 
out of the oppressive social reality 
we are all forced to live in. They 
were simply clearing people out so 
the capitalists could begin destruc­
tion of the property. As for the de­
struction of the lives of those who 
live in the inner city, well, Theeman 
just wants to make a buck . . .
In a few hours over 80 people 
had been evicted from their homes 
in Victoria Street. 44 people were 
arrested during the morning, includ­
ing several from amongst hundreds 
who‘crowded into the streets to pro­
test against the evictions. Later in 
the evening another nine were 
arrested (including Joe Owens of the 
BLF) from the lagre crowd gathered 
in the street to support the two men 
who climbed into the chimney pots 
(and into television sets all over 
Australia) and remained there for 17 
hours.
A male squatter who was arrested 
V/as taken to Darlihghurst Police 
Station where his glasses were taken 
from him. He asked why as some 
female squatters hadnot had their 
glasses taken from them and was 
told that “women are less prone to 
injure themselves” . It was 2.00 pm 
before the glasses were returned to 
him during which time slashing his 
wrists at the prospect of appearing 
in court on a trespass charge had 
not crossed his mind. A severe head­
ache and blurred vision had.
Compiled by Tim, Michael Z, 
and Rosie.
Thugs like '“prize bulls gone to seed ” threaten
W ell strangle you with barbed-wire
Rally to block Theeman
Rage and solidarity still
i
by Katherine Gollan
We got a testy call from Walter, 
of the Victoria Street RAG, on Wed­
nesday night. There was evidence 
that there would be a big raid on 
Victoria Street the next morning, he 
said. Someone had contacts with the 
petty crims, someone had a contact 
with the cops. It seemed that ihem- 
bers of both groups had been called 
in for a raid. With simultaneous in­
flexions of urgency and restraint he 
suggested some of us go up there to 
stay the night, and others wait to 
operate the telephonetree the next 
■morning.
By the time we arrived most of 
the long term squatters were busy 
reinforcing the barricades in the oc­
cupied terraces.
The former headquarters, called 
the Stables, and the Belfry, a beauti­
ful secluded house with stained glass 
windows and an overgrown court­
yard, were both empty. They were 
apparently impossible to effectively 
barricade. We decided to spend the 
night in the Stables anyway, as a 
symbolic gesture of support and to 
gain time for the other houses.
We began to have symbolic 
thoughts about barricading ourselves 
in with barbed wire and a table.
But even these were abandoned after 
a thin man in a boiler suit with two 
huge dogs appeared, like a wraith, 
at the front door. He announced 
that he was the night patrol and we 
would have to leave the front door 
open so he could come in and make 
cups of tea. There wasn’t, in fact, 
any tea or cups but only a big plas­
tic bag full of baby carrots in the 
’fridge.
Through the night people wan­
dered in and out. Everyone had an 
opinion, usually negative, on the 
next morning’s events. The wraith 
darkly remarked that some people 
got a kick out of spreading rumors 
around during Victoria Street. There 
had already been two false alarms 
and a period when the street was 
very tense and suspicious. Recently 
however, people said, the commu­
nity atmosphere had been very good. 
There was a children’s play group 
operating, a communal kitchen area 
and regular barbecues and parties.
The street at 10.00 pm was 
quiet. Little knots oTpeople hung 
around the wrought iron fences.
Only the background hammering and 
drilling were unusual. The Cross a 
few streets away was still crowded 
from New Year, with lots of pros, 
bouncers and hustlers, and the oc- 
csaional family group peering 
around.
We made plans to throw the 
table down the stairs, collected up 
some barbed wire, and went to sleep.
At 6.30 am we heard someone 
shouting a message to each house 
along the street. A large gathering 
of pdfice had assembled outside Dar- 
lirfghurst Police Station. For some 
reason we were told not to panic, 
but merely to keep ready, to wait 
for the siren. With a rather trembly 
nonchalance, we wandered down 
with our sleeping bags to the car, 
side stepping the suddenly crystal
clear logic of. getting in and driving 
off. The Stables, beautiful as it was, 
all at once seemed inadequate 
against 100 policepeople, especially 
as they would probably come there 
first if they knew it had been the 
headquarters.
Our usefulness as a symbolic ges­
ture and a decoy became much less 
comforting than some solid beams 
over the door. Especially when the 
siren went off. Wailing up and down 
the street, the sound evoked every 
World War II novel, every air raid 
description you’d ever read. The 
cops up the end of the street were 
completely thrown, a dozen dived 
into their own paddy wagon looking 
for whoever set it off. ' ■ .
The Stables had to go. Grabbing 
our plastic bag of baby carrots, we 
fled to the nearest occupied house.
A ground floor flat, it looked like a 
mechanically minded bower bird’s 
nest. Barbed wire was hung around 
the windows and doors like collap­
sed Christmas decorations. Scaffold­
ing and beams were set up over the 
windows.
Theeman, the developer, as well 
as organising the police action, had 
provided them with about 30 as­
sorted toughs with sledgehammers, 
to do the actual breaking in. Maybe 
they had expected an easy morn­
ing’s work, because by the time they 
arrived at our house they were 
sweaty, tired and extremely angry.
On one side we could hear them 
smaslong the stained glass windows 
of th3 Belfry and breaking down the 
Stables’ door. Above us they were 
hammering in to the flat upstairs. To 
their great disgust all these places 
were empty.
We could see them on the out­
side stairs, muttering and swearing 
about the empty flat, poking the 
wreckage with their sledgehammers. 
They were huge flabby fellows, like 
prize bulls run to seed, crammed in­
to tight jeans pr shorts. The coppers 
crowded around them, looked like 
trim young schoolboys by compari­
son.
Downstairs about a dozen of us 
waited. Someone nonchalantly 
poked at a carton of blackberry
yoghurt, someone else set up a chess 
piece or two, but mainly we wan­
dered miserably between the two 
rooms and the hall. Setting up a 
’fridge and a stove against the front 
door was about the only diversion 
before they set to work on our flat.
It took them at least 40 minutes 
to get through the barbed wire and 
barricades. They quickly made a 
small hole in the front door, but 
discouraged by the ’fridge and 
barbed wire, clattered around the 
house looking for another entrance.
We had a hose running out the 
back window which seemed to 
terrify them more than anything. 
Finally some of them returned to 
j the front door while others tried to 
come through the ceiling from the 
flat above. First plaster, then dust, 
then water from the burst pipes 
poured down from the kitchen ceil­
ing. We abandoned the yoghurt and 
chess set and retreated to the hall. 
Only Bob stood calmly in the middle 
of the debris, directing the hose up 
through the widening cracks of the 
ceiling.
Someone else threw paint througl 
the hole in the front door. This led 
them to graphically describe what 
they would do to us when they got 
in, how sorry we’d be then, for they 
would wrap the fucking barbed wire 
around our necks.
The flat was filled with dust and 
shook with every blow. The kitchen 
floor was covered in water and 
debris. It would have been like a 
bomb raid if it wasn’t so personal.
The ceiling finally caved in and 
some enterprising thug threw caustic 
soda in on Bob. At the same time 
they made it in the front door. The 
first thug burst in on us, as we sat 
listlessly around the bedroom, his 
body spattered with red paint, 
dripping with sweat, yelling ‘Get up 
and get out’. No one answered pr 
moved. He looked totally amazed 
for a second, but before he could 
pull himself together and tear us 
limb from limb, the coppers rushed 
in.
It almost seemed as though 
they’d come to save us. But in time 
the thugs remembered their lines.
They announced that they were 
authorised “controllers” and recited 
a little piece ending with another de­
mand to get out. When nobody 
moved again, the first one attemp­
ted to retrieve the situation by 
dramatically announcing the arrival 
of the police who had been standing 
embarrassed at his heels, as though 
he was some sort of circus ring mas­
ter. Even then he wouldn’t go but 
hung around demanding that cer­
tain names be taken for further 
charges.
The next act, the removalists, was 
almost as ludicrous. Only one grey 
haired officer seemed older than 
about 17. He directed the operation 
like it was change over period at the 
kindergarten. He read the relevant 
speel, asked us to leave, then de­
cided we’d have to be removed.
He explained at length to his 
men how to carry us out, four to 
each person, one man to each limb. 
It worked smoothly enough except 
they would occasionally get confused 
and cany us out with the wrong 
number of people. The grey haired 
officer passed the time earnestly ex­
plaining that Mick Fowler, one of 
the two remaining tenants, was 
“communistic” or ¡alternatively 
“communistically inspired”.
We spent the day in the cells 
finding out what happened to the 
others; how Bill conquered his 
vertigo long enough to climb onto 
the roof, where he perched smoking 
his pipe and yelling the occasional 
exotic insult at the coppers until 
they finally carried him down. At 
Darlinghurst they again proved they 
couldn’t count when they attemp­
ted to squeeze half a dozen women 
into a section designed for two 
while the couple of men were 
allowed to raom around their part.
We had a pair in our cell who 
were sympathetic and barely even 
resented the five hour delay we 
caused them.
The time passed with the usual 
bureaucratic diversions of being 
finger printed, each finger in several 
sections and duplicate, photo­
graphed, and filing in and out of 
court. The magistrate was bad tem­
pered, mumbled and refused to 
speak up. The prosecution insisted 
on attaching a condition of bail 
that we not return to of occupy the 
premises. Although this was an un­
usually sweeping provision for a 
minor offence and was in effect pre­
judging our case, the magistrate 
agreed.
The various meetings since then 
have decided to maintain a full time 
picket in Victoria Street. We line up 
on one side of the street, and the 
thugs, goons and coppers on the 
other.
Theeman can use a motley crew 
of goons to vandalise the terraces, 
but he will find it very difficult to 
get anyone to do any of the skilled 
labor involved in pulling them down 
or putting new buildings up. As 
long as people are thefe in the 
street, and the issue is alive, he may 
also find it hard to subcontract the 
work.
On the following Monday evening, I 
several hundred people gathered at a 
meeting in Reginald Murphy Centre, 
King’s Cross to  review the struggle. 
The ’phones of two of the organisers 
had been cut off. One of the now 
legendary chimney squatters had 
been bashed, walking alone, in Vic­
toria Street. He was in St. Vincent’s 
hospital with a dislocated shoulder,
15 stitches in his leg and bruising aH 
over his body. Feelings of rage, en­
thusiasm and solidarity buzzed 
through tiie large crowd.
Joe Owens, state secretary of the 
BLF, forwarded a list of demands:
He called on the minister for local 
government (Fuller) to immediately 
suspend plans for Victoria Street. An 
immediate meeting of the three tiers 
of government (city, state and fede­
ral) with the Resident Action Groups 
of inner city, CRAG (Coalition of 
Resident Action Gr oups) and the 
unions concerned to discuss inner 
city residential problems and in par­
ticular the problems of low income 
earners. A demand for an Open Pub­
lic Inquiry immediately into past and 
present violence in Victoria Street 
particularly the events surrounding 
the disappearance of Arthur King..
An investigation of the bashing of 
the chimney squatter on the previous 
night. He called on Theeman to im­
mediately: withdraw his thugs from 
Victoria Street;; stop eviction against 
the two remaining tenants; replace 
doors and windows on the deteriorat­
ing premises; stop demolition of any 
premises in Victoria Street. Sydney 
residents and unionists continue to 
picket Victoria Street, and if scabs 
move in, residents to join with buil­
ders’ laborers in taking necessary ac­
tion. An immediate Green Ban De­
fence Fund was set up.
The meeting unanimously passed 
this list of demands.
Militant feelings were more rein­
forced when telegrams from Victoriari 
and Federal secretary of the BLF 
(Norm Gallagher) were read out:
“We will not stand by and see po­
lice and gangsters used against the 
people. The federation will refuse to 
allow members on the project until a 
settlement in the interests of the 
people is achieved”. (This telegram is 
an about-face from the protracted 
months long struggle Gallagher has 
waged against the NSW leadership of 
the union and their “support for 
middle class trendies” .)After several 
ral male speakers (from the BLF, 
RAG, ALP, FEDFA), people in the 
audience yelled for a woman/ speaker. 
Roelof Smilde, chairperson from the 
Resident Action Group, rieplied that 
decision making had been equally 
shared with women who are as active 
as men. Laurel Fox, from the RAG, 
was called to speak by other squat- | 
ters. She began ‘feeling like a token 
woman . . .  and very tongue tied’. 
Laurel lives on an unmarried mothers’ 
pension and has two children to sup­
port.
“One of the main things was the 
co-operative child care centre which
lunctioned all the time we were there.
It freed me to work on an organisa­
tional level which I’ve never been able 
to do before. The centre had an aver­
age of 10 children and three adults a 
day including people without child­
ren keen to look after k ids__
“I believe that kids have the right 
to5 livd in good housihg hd hiatte^ " 
what their parents earffi?’£̂ in ,v ’
Laurel also mentioned that the ac­
tions in Victoria Street had caused 
her to become politically active for 
the first time.
Telegrams of support were read 
from the state secretary of the AM- 
WU (‘the Askin government, a long 
standing friend of the architectural 
and the environmental vandals who 
masquerade as developers has this 
time gone too far and in the inte­
rests of the people concerned the 
unions must take action to limit 
their vandalism . I . and at the same 
time protect the residentail needs of 
the working people’), NSW Teachers* 
Federation, Newcastle Waterfront 
Watchpeople’s Federation.
The Water and Sewerage Em­
ployees’ Union reinforced a ban 
placed on the area. Postal Workers 
continued not to handle any mail to 
Victoria Point Pty. Ltd. Verbal 
statements of support and promise 
of action came from the Painters 
and Dockers.
An actor from Actor’s Equity will 
demand at their next meeting that 
Joe Meisner, leader of the scab 
army , be banned from appearing in 
any television. Meisner appears in 
several television commercials, in­
cluding the infamous car ad. where 
he can’t smash a car up, or some­
thing equally ridiculous, which 
means that it’s the car we can trust/ 
buy/not smash up . . .
What really happened a t  Victoria 
Street? Developers (who are wreck­
ing the lives of the people in the 
inner city areas replacing their com­
munities with motels, office 
blocks, car parks and apartment 
houses for the rich) have been op­
posed by the united action of the 
residents. With the vital help of the 
builders’ laborers (whose Green Ban 
played a major part) the residents 
have shown people trained to think 
they are powerless that they can 
fight back and others will fight 
with them. This way they can begin 
the struggle for control of their own 
lives and their own environment.
One lesson of the example of Vic- f 
toria Street for other RAGs is the ] 
necessity of acting before the origi- j 
nal community is destroyed. It may j 
be valuable for squatters under the j 
control of the local RAG to move j 
into vacant houses, so they don’t { 
deteriorate, at an earlier stage in the i 
struggle. It is largely the protection i 
of existing communities that makes y 
it necessary to support 500 workers j 
in terrace houses, as against 2,000 
workers in housing commission flats 
(while preparing alternatives for 
these others).
Workers’ Control, Women’s 
Liberation, Tenants’ Unions, Com­
munity politics are all attempts 
happening in many places for people 
to win control over their own lives.
Compiled by Tim, Michael Z , 
and Rosie.
How the squatters see it
Squatting 
for the future
“Squatting in Victoria Street was 
initially undertaken to protect the 
buildings from fire and to highlight 
the need for changes in the inner 
city to be planned in conjunction 
with the people involved in and af­
fected by the implementation of the 
plans. But during the months since 
the squatting began, a second com­
munity of residents has grown up in 
the street. About 12 buildings had 
been occupied. The rubbish was 
cleared away and painting and re­
pairs to the housing begun. Vege­
table gardens and lawns had been 
planted. A communal eating area 
and free film nights had been estab­
lished in no. 113. A communal play 
group was operating (this also in­
volved those without children). The 
maintenance money collected from 
each occupant was low enough to 
enable low income earners including 
pensioners to live in a congenial en­
vironment close to the city.
“We were in the process of evolv­
ing in Victoria Street a non-profit, 
low rent co-operative housing set up 
which other communities could 
adapt to their own situations. This 
community has now gone the way 
of the original community oblitera­
ted by Theeman’s company last 
April.
“But this does not mean that the 
squatting in Victoria Street was a 
failure. The fact that people began 
to live together on a co-operative 
basis was a victory. That it lasted 
for seven months is even more re­
markable. We have made the de­
velopers and planning authorities 
realise that people will no longer 
submit to their dictates. And we 
have brought low rent housing in the 
inner city into the political arena as 
a major issue for the first time.
“None of this would have been 
possible without the support of the 
BLF and their Green Ban on the 
street. The BLF is now under threat 
of deregistration. Their Green Ban 
policy is central to the prosecution’s 
case. Theeman has announced that 
he intends to further defy the Green 
Ban with demolition of nine houses 
in Victoria.Street. The continuing 
effectiveness of resident action de­
pends on the Green Bans which give 
Residents time to organise opposition 
to developments they do not want.”
— Victoria Street RAG leaflet,
January 5 1974.
]/Ve bought push bikes because we
foo poor fv keep a car or a motor-, 
cycle. We were forced into it It was 
only afterwards we realised what a 
good thing we were on to.
When you ride, a bike a couple of
miles a day
¡jour legs stop hurting and start to 
get strong in about a week- 
Ifour city speedfmk pact, 
slows down immediately - 
no point in jangling ad­
renalin round your wins 
When your rate of ' 
travel Is lo mph.
► When it's the push 
of uour own legs 
that yets you ft> where 
you are going, you think 
more carefully about 
whether you really want 
to go there,, anyway.
Home is sweeter.
• Like a child's inferior map of an area, 
your map of the part of the world you
live in becomes more >. A hill
means something ¡n terms of pleasure 
or pair). A park isn't just a passing 
{ lash of green, but a bolthole, a 
promenade, a demilitarised z.one 
-fierce dog means you hare to learn
to put your feet on the handlebars.
• You develop a set of traffic antennae 
you never needed inside that smelly tank 
of metal you once blundered around in. 
You're In close contact with the road- 
You rediscover the childhood skills of 
balance,, sharp hearing, audacity, and
instinctive movement
• Your vehicle docs not pollute 
the air.
You never have to worry 
ogain about parking, or 
having coins M  the 
meter, or hurrying back 
before your time em­
pires, or paying -
, trail on, or having a 
licence, or being under
age,.
, - Cyclists stopped at the 
■ liqhts arc more likely to 
have a friendly chat with you 
than challenge you to a drag- 
If uou spot something interesting you
IT ?  '  .py l <can stop and have a look without causing 
traffic to bank up behind f “ -
; I 7  o t Z j r Z l m t ^ c e  yL  can
Team to mend your own bike., thus
becoming sclf - manacxinqY
f o A c b ^ r \ u \  iin at least one area of your life,
CRAFT AND COWARDICE
M ost motorists we, 
spoke to said, " Its  sui­
cide to ride on the roads. 
You must be 
Move hver. road hogs
Your dap 
bered. 
point in 
firing 
as lambs
aw num- 
There's no 
cud ids of- 
mmstlves 
to theUd lA M l/  .
slaughter - but don't let em 
fleece you, either. You don't 
want- to be killed or manned, 
right? &ut you want to get 
around on a push bike. Onnnn nvj UuhiDOu DlAr
HOW TO SURVIVE #
" Things have changed. Onct 
people used fc> smile, at you and 
let you through. Now they Just 
Keep Qo / ng. !\Ĉ tsiIIus / oneef cyclist).
'7 consider 
myself 
a valid 
vehicle."
CCyclist 
l A / i f h
true
grit).
OBLIQUE, NON- S U IC ID A L  
CONFRONT AT I ON
When you ride a bike you 
ICtlrn what a xro, a cipher, a 
nothin# you are in the con- 
’-----------------------'0f most
a bike you are whippy, but 
'• ”  ~i't take
'¡ties are tombs.
'ars monopolise the 
W day, Cycle paths VUl> ra- 
'¡aft out from the city centre., 
hese paths, while no doubt- 
paring the lives of 5/
<efuse a politically useful 
onfrontafm between clean, 
•fficient, beautiful, human- 
rale machines and polluting,
}%fo a A dc h s S V ZToJd
ord and Viscount Valiant- 
M, unfortunately, is * ' 9™ -  
lists ought not Confront ma­
sts on what is, by virtue of 
tf force, their furf. 
ead, we advocate ■ ■ ■
sciousness 
motor i sts. 
despises 
m are 
ealthy,I
A driver 
you because 
energetic, 
poor and 
- ■ £
i
HUM r n j /  mMMMmmmmmsmmm» f
cheeky- You are a gadfly, neat 
whippy, able to whiz between 
juggernaut and the next a . .. 
ilghtsand fly across the whit* 
Une, just as the red turns green, 
(of course, he - l dse^e mas­
culine pronoun odvisedlg)can 
thrash you on an open stretch, wr 
who cares'- Competition t̂s h£ 
hangup, s, not what city t a 
elina Is about).
The wind blows freely on uour 
suntanned skin while he bate*, 
white * etiolated, inside y\s e 
pensive paton- Your whfdecrtt 
J>3o 'he is Still Yas ott,
Ir M , *«* »> »» Wi
ii  <2Hy wonder, H),n,Jbo, he 
gets his kicks trying to swat 
Unto, smart-ass insect pest ■
small- You can'  on a 
Tm~of metal and a driver 
who probably hasn't even 
noticed you-
• Make 'em notice you! wear
LOU a COLORS S, STRIPES.
. Get a  loud se ll  o r  
hooter. Noise Viorks jc t t e r  
to shriek, before the impact
than after. , ,
•Arm uourself With a water 
pistol like they do in New 
York■ Cthcy is*)
• Use eye contact. Hand sig­
nals, though legally required, 
aren't much useSeize the 
glance of the driver who 
looks most human • women 
drivers hart been known to 
show mercy. Mouth your 
intentions- Ham
yourself across that
• ffiahyour antics dre to r>o 
avail, sack pown one dag 
you'll have the Radical Cyclists 
vengeance Squad backing you 
up: a ate carry ing egp .rot­
ten fruit and cans of paint 
which Will follow you thro
the traffic eroding
"since THE b ic y c l e  m a r e s  l it t l e  d e m
RESOURCES, CONTRIBUTES LITTLE TO PO 
TO HEALTH l  CAUSES LITTLE DEATH Of 
THE MOST BENEVOLENT OF MACHINES. "
vvfio t 
you like
Shit.
Revenge 
sweet.
- Think creatively about 
your position in the road 
hierarchy ■ somewhere be­
tween the pedestrian and 
the juggernaut. The pedestrian, 
if treated with respect, is more 
likely to be your ally than the. 
motorist
'°lf the Kenworths are coming
. I L .  " " W / 0down hard .don’t be too prow 
to take h  the footpath. In the 
city this means •
Further out, some risk a bust 
and cruise along the footpath, 
leaving footslogging comrades 
plenty of room to m ova* _ . . i. A l-Pin/TUV)Right-hand turns from the, 
centre are definitely suctde,
1st IAA n-LtPr-l u i T T c  „ : rin heflvy traffic, mo matter 
What your legal rights.
It's safer to cross humbly 
With the 'pedestrians.
A slogan for our flmes- 
*Two wheels good, 
four wheels bad. "
« J
g
ì  —  February 16, 1974 Page 7
AND ON MATERIAL OR ENERGY  
•LLUTloN, MARES A POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION 
i  INJURY, IT CAN BE  A S
. . .  S C IE N T IF IC  AM ERICAN, OCTOBER  ' 7 3 .
ENI RÒAP~nr >
51 KE 
I T S E L F
We plump for the, 
ordinary grid with 
foot brakes, specially 
for people who want 
to do their own f t '  
pairs 4 maintenance.
A secondhand grid 
costs about <?3 o-$ifO, 
at the moment, though 
prices are going u p . 
Fancy models with 
pears, hand brakes,
Jc h r O M  e  t n j n m  i
■  bars,
v i s i o n  
speed os 
on cost
sissy 
rear 
mirrors, 
and so 
more, of 
In Mel
course,.
bourne,
a near perfect cycling 
city [in summer any­
way), gears aren't 
really necessary. Hilly
CHILDREN
Once you c o u ld  buy a  v e ry  m ea l litt le , 
metal Seal fo r cn ch ild , which screwea ov\ b e h in d  
the saddle like a c a r r ie r  w ith  footrests. They rc
no t m ade any more.
You can c a r r y  a  baby im a papoose on 
your bock. Babies love i t  and you have two free
hands and 
luggage rack, 
can ride on a 
fixed to a wide 
hanging on to 
They quickly 
keep their feet 
spokes, and to
seat when you 
Sudden stop. 
On rainy
have to stand up fo r  a
an e m p ty  
Older kids 
cu sh io n  
luggage rack, 
your belt, 
le a rn  to 
out of the 
grab the
hill or a
days when you are soaked they  
stay d ry  in  the shelter of your back.
They en te rta in  you w ith  songs a n d  co n ve r­
sa tio n -
cities» are another
story ■
Sometimes you can get 
a real bargain through 
the suburban, trading 
papers, 
hand 
may soon 
scarcer.
Melbourne 
told us
dealer 
that
new bite orders outnum­
bered available supplies 
last Christmas by 
So, ooo, a figure we were, 
not able to verify- 
To people used to car 
maintenance costs, new 
bike parts are surpris­
ingly cheap -. tyres art 
$2.50, tubes fl-2o,  
rubber pedals 
pair, wheels 
each, valves 30c 
Secondhand parts tor 
the backyard battler 
are as scarce as 
ben’s teeth but worth 
scrounging for. pome 
people have whole, 
bikes in their sheds 
M f  they've completely 
forgotten about.
If you depend on 
your bike, you need a 
lock. If you don’t, you 
might ponder on the 
Concept of communal 
ownership or use». 
Having your bike,
liberated by a stranger,
however, is not
for you may never set
ih fa ty - ‘% i
took a bike, rode to 
wherever they were going, 
and left it tor the next 
user. This worked - pr  
would have,, If the ponce, 
hadn't confiscated the
hikes. ,
yie've been told that 
those natty combination 
locks aft easy to pick.
A chain with a small 
padlock is im pervious 
to all but the most 
dedicated libera for.
tumps are -UTievoble but cheap •
(,0  c - $3 .
Lights are a vexed question. 
Warning- the light t h a t j jm
off a -----------
dynamo on 
the wheel 
is a TRAP.
To moke- 
ip e wheel
go fast ________
produce °an adequate light, 
you have to pedal so hard 
(hat you exhaust yourself.
One bloke we know, to be on 
the safe side put adynamo 
on each wheel for lights front 
l  back. He hadn't gone a , 
block before he realised
^The b̂attery- operated Models 
at about is  art good. The 
batteries cost ab
You need a rear reflector.
1 m » •  •
fl? yj@tyj (gìglio
y @ y  fo ss  ¿/“u1
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D I A R Y  O F  
A N
E M I G R A N T :
L I V E E P O O L
M E L B O U R N E
— Continued from page 3.
May, 14th. We had head winds 
for a long time until this morning 
When we got a slight breeze a  little 
more favourable. Overtook a ship 
which upon being signalised we as­
certained to be a French brig from 
Marseilles to Pemambuso. When we 
got near enough they spoke by 
trumpet, a French passenger which 
we had on board acting as our 
spokesman. We soon after left her 
and about midday1 crossed the Equa­
tor or line which is generally con­
sidered quite an event by the sailors 
and more so by some of the passen­
gers. The credulity of some of them 
knows no bounds. All sorts of foolish 
things were said and believed as 
knowing ones saee sure to take ad­
vantage of the soft part. Some of 
the passengers thought they would 
have to prepare themselves to tumble 
into a great shock with the jerking 
of the ship while passing over what 
they conceived could be nothing 
less than a sort of gulph or at least 
some visible mark by which they 
could know when crossing. About 
8 o ’ clock 'old Neptune made his 
appearance over the bow of the 
ship and after having announced 
his arrival he advanced to the quarter 
deck along with his wife and children 
(so called) presenting altogether a 
truly ludicrous appearance. Having 
advanced to the Capt. and told 
his business after which he set his 
children to dancing (they were
painted and dressed most fantastic­
ally) this continued to a late hour 
amid a display of sky rockets and 
a barrel of tar which was let over­
board — we could see blazing in 
the water for about ten miles.
May 15th. Neptune made his 
appearance this morning again and 
after having canvassed the passengers 
by deputation for subscriptions to 
give the sailors a treat. Soon after 
which the shaving process commen­
ced, but was confined to the sailors, 
at least that portion of them who 
had not previously crossed. The pro­
cess is somewhat as follows viz: 
the face is first lathered once with 
tar, after which the barber comes 
round with his great razor which 
is simply a piece of hoop iron 
and goes to work as a barber usually 
does only with greater harshness 
which gives a great deal of pain. 
They are then thrown into a large 
sail or tarpaulin suspended so as 
to contain a quantity of water, 
the hose is then brought to play 
upon with such violence as to be 
almost fit to wash the clothes off 
their body. I consider it upon the 
whole a very cruel ridiculous and 
barbarous kind of performance and 
one which ought to be put a stop 
to. One poor Greek sailor was so 
frightened or exasperated that he 
ran up to the top of the rigging 
and there with knife in hand 
threatened to stab the first person 
who attempt to lay hold of him, 
but it was all useless. Down they 
would have him and down he did 
come and in the end only faired 
the worse for his opposition.
Towards evening we sighted an­
other ship which 1 had the pleasure 
of seeing by means of Telescope, 
she was apparently a very large 
ship and homeward bound, but she 
was too far off to signal consequently 
could not ascertain where she was 
bound to.
Next Issue: In which the cook 
turns stark mad, and two respectable 
London Ladies fight it out on the 
decks.
F1LMAKERS' CINEMA
St. Peters Lane, Darlinghurst. (near cnr. William & Bourke 
Sts.) PO Box 217 Kings Cross. 2011. Phona\313237. |
Announces a new program policy for 19741 
Up to eight different programs screening concurrently ,, 
each week, and a change of programs each week. Films 
screened will include premieres of New York, revivals 
of old favourites and rarely screened works from the 
Co-op library, childrens’ matinees, and members-only 
retrospectives of film classics. Full details of programs 
are contained in a monthly program sheet available at 
the theatre, or from the daily press.
Associate Membership o f the Co-op!
Available to  filmviewers wishing to attend special members screenings. An annual fee of 
$S;00 entitles members to attend the special screenings at a reduced rate, and to receive 
monthly program sheets and newsletters by mail.
Films are available for rental!
From the Co-op, Australia’s largest distributor of independent, experimental and radical 
films. Our library includes shorts and features, dramatic and documentary material, and 
I both Australian and foreign films. A catalogue listing over 400 films is available for $2.00 
posted. Films are available for commercial and non-commercial rentals to cinemas, film soc­
ieties, clubs, schools and home viewers.
Phone Loma Scarles on 313237 for further information and bookings.
travel
TRAVEL THE STUDENT WAY 
TRAVEL AUS!
84 Cleveland Street, Chippendale, NSW. Ph.: 698.3719 
220 Faraday Street, Carlton, VIC'. Ph.: 347.8462
‘‘THERE MAY BE BETTER GUITARISTS THAN ALIRIO DIAZ, 
BUT THEY ARE PROBABLY ON SOME FAR DISTANT PLANET.”
— London Daily Telegraph.
AUSTRALIAN TOUR -  1974
PERTH Concert Hall (in association with the
Perth Festival)....................... ......................... FEB. 2, 4.
ADELAIDE Festival Theatre .......................... .. FEB, 7.
SYDNEY Cbnservatorium .......................... .. FEB. 11, 17.
MELBOURNE Dallas Brooks Hall . . ............ .. FEb ! 13! 14!
CANBERRA Theatre.................. ............................... FEB. 16.
Booking Usual Agents
Flying TAA Records for EMI/HMV
US plan for Vietnam  1974
The
Emperor
has
new clothes
. ______________  THE DIGGER_______
.Christopher Themptander/LNS
% ? ? • *f, , r i r ̂  irfr ^ ^  ̂ —••— "
American family and Vietnamese tiger cage
Vietnam has gone from the front 
pages and the ‘Paris Agreement on 
Ending the War and Restoring Peace 
in Vietnam* was signed a year ago . . .  
but the war in Vietnam has not 
gone away.
By the end of August last year, 
according to Le Monde, the Saigon 
High Command admitted 41,000 
troops killed and 48,000 wounded 
or missing since the signing of the 
Accords. In June a United ^States 
Senate subcommittee quoted à De­
fence Department source saying that 
firings of 105 mm. howitzers were 
continuing (in the northern pro­
vinces alone) at a rate which ex­
ceeded 31,000 rounds — the average 
daily production of this ammunition 
in the US.
In the Mekong Delta at the end. 
of 1973, 100 South Vietnam soldiers 
were being killed every day, a rate 
equivalent to earlier periods of major 
offensive. Suppliers of fuel to the 
South Vietnam air force say that 
consumption by war planes is as 
great as before the ‘ceasefire*. At 
the end of the year Saigon’s planes 
were flying 100 missions a day over 
‘communist’ positions 60 kms. from 
Saigon.
The press blackout means that 
when the war becomes spectacularly 
worse, or when the US chooses 
to make grand statements, the public 
is likely to be taken by surprise, 
more likely to believe what US 
officialdom wants us to.
The Paris Agreement
The Agreement enabled Nixon, 
to end thè disastrous massive use 
of US ground forces — to withdraw 
with honor. He was able to claim 
a victory in the sense of appearing 
to have forced the enemy to make 
an agreement; it was clearly no vic­
tory in the sense of having van-, 
quished the enemy. Quite the con­
trary, for although the Agreement 
by no means represented a final 
victory for the PRG, it won for 
it international recognition of its 
de facto and de jure control of 
a considerable part of South Vietnam. 
Secondly, the stipulation of the 1954 
Geneva Agreement (which the US 
refused to recognise) concerning the 
temporary nature of the dividing 
line between North and South Viet­
nam has been reasserted; ie the US 
has been forced to acknowledge the 
demilitarised zone as a provisional 
dividing line, not an international 
boundary.
On the other hand the signing 
of the Paris Agreement didn’t  mean 
the US had abandoned its objective 
of controlling South Vietnam — 
though it may mean a recognition 
that it could not hope to control 
all of it, but could hope to hold 
part of it.
Since the Agreement, the US has 
been as much involved in the con­
flict as ever and as concerned for 
its outcome. But the honor of the 
US armed forces is no longer at 
stake, and Nixon believes, maybe 
rightly, that the American public 
is not so much opposed to trying, 
to control South Vietnam as it is 
to sending their kids to do it. The 
war was too dirty for Americans 
to be so directly involved, and too 
expensive in terms of American lives. 
Now that the US troops have been 
sent home, what is US involvement 
and what is likely to happen?
The Paris Agreement provides not 
only for an immediate ceasefire and 
recognition of the PRG and PRG- 
controUed areas, and a long term 
reunification of South and North 
Vietnam, it sets down an inter­
mediate process for the achievement 
of ‘national concord and reconcilia­
tion* within South Vietnam, ie re­
solution of the conflict between the 
two governments of South Vietnam.
The US and the Saigon regime 
have dearly had no intention of 
allowing this national concord and 
recondliation to come about.
The US has poured sophisticated 
military equipment into Saigon and 
installed somewhere between 10 and 
20 thousand civilian ‘advisors’ work­
ing for firms under contract to the 
US government to run it, to carry 
on the war. Thieu’s air force, now 
file world’s third largest, relies not 
only on foreign technicians, but also
pilots. The big corporations such as 
ITT, Philco-Ford and Sperry-Rand 
are contracted to run the military 
computers and communication net­
works which they installed, as well 
as to continue the ‘vietnamisation’ 
of the whole war machine built up! 
by the US. This return to a civilian 
‘advisor’ program was worked out 
before the Paris Agreement was 
signed — it was the plan to maintain 
in the wake of troop reduction and 
the failure of Thieu’s forces to pre­
pare, use and maintain the fancy 
US equipment.
This program (which allowed for 
about 10,000 ‘advisors’) became 
more clandestine as the signing of 
the Agreement became more likely.
Then there are 1,000 or more 
AID employees. For years AID has 
operated a sort of duplicate govern­
ment in South Vietnam, its staff 
advising and monitoring every level 
of the Saigon military and civilian 
bureaucracies. Its staff includes ‘ad­
visors’ to Thieu’s police, and those 
responsible for the new successor 
to Operation Phoenix (the assassina­
tion of some 40,000 South Viet­
namese between 1968 and 1971), 
and even more important, since the 
Paris Agreement they have been com­
batting pro-communist, neutralist or 
in any other way anti-Thieu political 
activity. AID staff is increasing now 
with its expanded role in the post­
ceasefire economic aid program.
There are also four consulate 
generals who have replaced four US 
regional military headquarters. These 
are the places out of which State 
Department and CIA staff operate — 
as well as the giant US Embassy 
through which the old ‘Pentagon 
East’ is still kept alive.
In short, Americans in non­
military attire have taken over the 
tasks of withdrawing US military 
forces. They are advising the South 
Vietnam army, maintaining and fly­
ing the South Vietnam air force, 
advising the Saigon government down 
to the local level and helping to 
run Thieu’s police and ‘pacification’ 
programs.
President Thieu, meanwhile, is 
making it plain that the political 
road to reconciliation is blocked. 
And so long as the US keeps Thieu 
in power, it must be held responsible.
The Paris Agreement recognised 
a crucial political role for a Third 
Force — equal in status to the Thieu, 
regime and the PRG — in the forma­
tion of a Council of National Re­
conciliation and National Concord. 
Thieu, however, has declared that 
all Third Force groups are traitorous 
forces, he has consolidated political 
parties so that only three remain, 
none of which includes a Third 
Force leader even as mildly opposed 
to Thieu as General Minh. Thieu 
rejects communism, neutralism, coa­
lition and any territorial secession.
The Paris Agreement outlawed 
all acts of reprisal and discrimination 
against individuals or organisations 
that have collaborated with one side 
or the other and insures “personal 
freedom, freedom of speech, freedom 
of the press, freedom of meeting, 
freedom of political activities, free­
dom of belief, freedom of move­
ment, freedom of residence, free­
dom of work, the right to property 
ownership and the right to free 
enterprise” . No sooner had the Agree­
ment been signed than Thieu re­
minded the Vietnamese people that 
imprisonment or death awaited any­
body making statements or exhibiting 
any form of support for the PRG, 
neutralists, or any form of opposition 
to Thieu, moving from wherel they 
reside, or violating martial law, Thieu 
knows that the US government has 
not given up its desire to control 
South Vietnam and he knows that 
he is their last hope. In defiance 
of the Agreement, the US maintains; 
not only that Thieu’s government 
is the sole legitimate government of 
South Vietnam, hut that its consti­
tutional structure (which outlaws 
the PRG and opposition to Thieu) 
is the only legitimate structure 
through which elections could take 
place.
The US and Thieu know that 
they cannot win the political struggle. 
Their aim is to ensure that it never 
takes place — by political intransi­
gence from Thieu, by maintaining 
massive military pressure on the PRG,
and by consolidating (and possibly 
having recognised) a division of South 
Vietnam which puts strategic regions 
and urban enclaves in US/Thieu con­
trol. Thieu’s forces have been on 
the offensive. He has spoken re­
peatedly on th e ‘pre-emptive’ actions 
of the Saigon troops in forestalling 
the threat of a Viet Cong offensive.
The PRG, from first hand reports, 
launched a considerable political and 
military offensive immediately before 
the ceasefire. The PRG took over 
villages and roads, consolidating their 
areas of the countryside. After the 
signing of the Agreement, Thieu’s 
offensive began — in order to regain 
areas ‘historically* under his control, 
to restore communications between 
them, and to isolate and fragment 
PRG-held areas.
There are other reasons for the 
Thieu offensive. Firstly there, is a 
desperate shortage of rice which 
Thieu attributes to PRG control pver 
the countryside. The need for rice 
to feed his army and bureaucracy 
of over 2lA million and the unproduc­
tive population forced into the cities 
has led to an offensive in the Mekong 
Delta ‘rice bowl’. Saigon’s officials, 
with military assistance, force 4he 
peasants to deliver rice to them 
at or below a fixed official price — 
often paying with official receipts 
but nothing else. The PRG, it appears, 
has been paying so well for rice, 
that some Saigon officials sell them 
the rice that they have extracted 
from the peasants. What emerges is a 
rice war, a war against the peasantry, 
which Saigon assumes is pro-PRG.
Or another front the offensive 
is to stop the return to the villages 
of the millions of peasants forced 
into the camps and shanty towns 
around the big cities where it is 
believed they can be controlled. 
Meanwhile land ‘captured’ is turned 
over to cultivation of fruit crops 
for the profitable Japan export trade.
The US/Thieu administration has 
to do something about the economic 
plight of South Vietnam (created 
partly by the departure of the 
hundreds-of thousands of US troops) 
but rehabilitation "of the peasant 
economy is not their solution. In­
stead they want to create an environ­
ment for massive foreign investment 
utilising the swollen and very cheap 
supply of labor in the cities. The 
Thieu regime needs big capital invest­
ment by the world’s powerful com­
panies tft^UEOYfi-
The Paris Agreement served the 
purpose of defining a status quo. 
The fighting goes on in order to 
maintain it, at all costs to prevent 
the emergence of an independent, 
united South Vietnam and the re­
habilitation of the peasant economy.
As well as civilianisation of the 
running of South Vietnam’s hard­
ware, the US has left intact its 
air strike capacity located outside 
Indo-China. During 1973 the Penta­
gon admitted the presence of 54,000 
men in Thailand, 60,000 on board 
ships off Vietnam, 18,000 at critical 
Philippines’ bases, 14,000 in Guam, 
6,000 in Taiwan and about 25,000 
in Hawaii — about 177,000 in all. 
To these can be added 75,000 in 
Japan, and of course the bombers 
and communication network scat­
tered through all these areas. 
Nixon does not feel inhibited by 
Congressional disapproval, and it has 1' 
been made clear that the US will 
not be inhibited from reapplying 
its sea and air power ‘in the event 
o f a major offensive by Hanoi’ or of 
‘making tactical preparations for a j 
major offensive*.
Whether the PRG and North 
Vietnamese will start a counter­
offensive is anybody’s guess. To 
date, PRG reports suggest a level 
of response which is ‘self defence’. 
They claim, for example, to have 
shot down 30 Saigon ’planes and 
destroyed more on the ground at 
various air bases as well as having 
successfully attacked fuel dumps. 
Saigon intelligence reports however 
claim that there has been a large 
troop build up to the point of 
parity with Saigon’s forces in some 
provinces. North Vietnam watchers 
also claim that North Vietnam’s com­
munist party is divided over whether 
or not, when, and on what scale 
there should be an offensive. SAM-3 
missiles have been installed in North 
Vietnam. Should we expect another 
Tet offensive at the end of this 
month?
What we can be more certain 
of, is that the necessary ‘tactical 
preparations’ or *violations of the 
ceasefire’ will be produced as soon 
as Thieu’s forces begin, seriously, 
to lose ground — which in the 
current high level of fighting may 
be happening.
January 13 — February 16,1974
If the US bombers return
The last time the US bombed 
North Vietnam, before the Paris 
Agreements were signed, it was a 
public relations exercise. After 
dropping on North Vietnam the 
equivalent of two Hiroshima-sized 
atom bombs, they signed the same 
agreement which had been attainable 
two months earlier. The withdrawal 
of US forces with honor was achieved 
by making it appear that the enemy 
had been forced into an agreement 
by the bombing. The US signed 
the Agreement, not in order to get 
out of Vietnam, but in order to 
find a new way (or revived old way) 
of staying in. The US is determined 
to stay. The ceasefire Agreement 
suited their purpose temporarily.
The last time the US bombed 
Hanoi, Australia’s new Labor govern­
ment reacted sharply enough to cause 
some surprise and pain in the United 
States. That much is made clear 
in the recently liberated cables bet­
ween Australian and US operatives 
at the time. If the bombing begins 
again, what will be the effect on 
Australian-US relations? And what 
of the rest of the empire?
Last time, Australian protests 
went directly to Marshall Green, 
then Assistant Secretary of State 
for East Asian and Pacific Affairs. 
(See separate story.) Shortly after­
wards, US ambassador in Australia, 
Walter Rice, was replaced by the 
‘more experienced’ Marshall Green.j 
Many people have wondered at the 
extravagance of sending such a key; 
man here. Did the US really take' 
the Whitlam government as a serious 
enough threat to US interests to 
warrant sending ‘coup maker’ Green? 
The exchange of cables seems to 
suggest that, yes, at the time, Green; 
was sent here for a major job. Both: 
to size up the Australian scene,I 
and to shake up the information 
«gathering network.
Rumor has it now, that Green, 
recently returned to the US, with 
Australian defence minister Lance 
Barnard for the renegotiation 6f the 
North West Cape Agreement, will 
not return. It was suggested that 
he was being withdrawn as a protest. 
As a protest, highly unlikely. Indeed, 
the base renegotiation seems to have 
been used as a platform for both 
sides to declare their renewed friend­
ship, strengthened ties — new under­
standing^ in the US of Australian 
sensitivities and renewed confidence 
in the Aostralian government of US 
appreachability and flexibility. Main­
taining the facade of meaningful 
renegotiation (facade, because it was 
dear from the beginning that there 
could be no Australian access to 
the crucial communication facilities), 
for whatever reasons seem to suit 
both sides. So if Green doesn’t return 
it is because his mission is complete, 
or because there are more pressing 
problems elsewhere in his East Asian 
and Pacific domain. If renewed bomb­
ing were imminent, there would cer­
tainly be some truth to the official 
statement that Green was required 
at-hom e for ‘routine* duties con­
cerning reposting staff. Certainly the 
US must be giving serious thought 
to the situation in Thailand, which 
by now must be regarded as the 
significant weak link in the chain 
os US defence establishments. Since 
the student revolt which caused 
Thailand’s military strongmen to flee 
to other parts of the empire, the 
new government has made no big 
change in foreign policy, but this is/ 
one of several issues keeping the 
student movement rumbling. The US 
must feel very uneasy about putting 
the strength of the present govern­
ment to the test of using Thai bases 
for renewed bombing of Vietnam. 
Green would certainly be a key man 
in tiie redeployment of staff to 
cope with a critical new phase. It 
could be that he is required, (tem­
porarily in Thailand, or to reassume 
a post at home in a supervisory 
capacity while the Thailand scene 
is put to rights, and maybe while 
planning for a new round of bombing 
is underway.
Considering how much Australian 
protests and demonstrations un­
nerved US leaders a year ago, it 
looks about due for a rush on those 
old badges . . . and something a 
bit heavier. —LPCW.
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The wild bunch
— Continued, from page 4
to each other freely sexually, re­
gardless of whether it’s a male or 
female, A world where the categories 
heterosexual and homosexual are no 
longer in existence. I hope we’ve 
made a start towards this goal 
which is impossible to realise under 
capitalism.”
While they were in Sydney they 
heard Jenny had had a baby girl. 
They were searching around for a 
bisexual name for her.
So I pressed them on the androgy-
nous bit. But aren’t male and female 
separate and complementary parts 
of humanity? Haven’t females got 
a certain specificity? Hasn’t this 
baby girl a right to grow up a! 
woman first and foremost?
Initially Lisa was hesitant about 
this specificity. Sure there were 
differences in physical strength and 
biology. But beyond that, she asked, 
what are the differences? What is 
specific to women and not to men?
I don’t know. But this world 
has essentially been made by men. 
We’ve got a rough, distorted idea
RECORD
lH
As part of the festival to welcome David Healy 
to the effete staff of the Hawthorne salon we 
present a series of lunchtime recitals by inter­
national sitarist Maharvi Runku.
Highlight of the recital will certainly be Mahar- 
vi’s melodic interpretation of the very popular 
“Hands Across the Shalibar” , accompanied in 
mincing mime and dance by Gregory de Younge 
of the dark and expressive eyes and mercer’s 
hands.
Cnr. Toorak Rd. & Davis Ave., South Yarra, 267.1885 
710 Glenferrie Rd., Hawthorn, 81.1377.
COLLECTOR
DAVE’S BO O K MART
132C TOORAK ROAD, SOUTH YARRA (CNR. 
DAVIS AVENUE); PHONE: 26.6586.
Where the Proletarian Intelligentsia Meet!
NO WOGS!
We publish for the first time, a small selection of 
verse from Terry Coonah’s long suppressed work 
“Cleft In My Chin” — a limited number of copies 
are available at Dave's Book Mart — or write to Old 
Mother Riley at the address below:
I love you Brenda, I really do 
Our love is true 
I know I get drunk and- silly 
But you’re a real fine filly.
Sometimes when you lock me out I cry,
But without you I would surely die.
I, — I get real wild with Dave and the boys 
When they laugh at me and say I should stay out 
late
But I’d rather be with you, my eternal date.
There is also now available a pocket book on Business 
Ethics, by D: Wilson Esq.
132c Toorak Rd. Sth.Yarra 266586
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of what men are capable of. But I 
women have been put down for 
eons. We don’t know what they |  
are capable of. They should be 
allowed to discover it. Which means 
girls have to grow up as, such.
“Of course a girl should grow 
up proud to be a woman,” Lisa 
agreed. “But not a traditional girly- 
girly. Which most girls find repressive 
and irksome. What with being dressed 
in pink frills they mustn’t mess up 
and being restricted in their move­
ments and so on. My utopia doesn’t 
consist of hermaphrodites, it consists 
of autonomous human beings free 
to develop as such, not according 
to preordained fixed rules as to 
what Men and Women should be.”
The discussion of the androgynous 
bit raised two separate issues.
The first was what Bill, the friend 
they were staying with, calls the 
“involuntary stage of childhood,” 
when kids are more or lesS at the 
mercy of those around them. We 
know what the bulk of kids are( 
inflicted with. Cass and the other 
Wild ones are being subject to an­
other authority setup not of their 
own choosing. Shouldn’t the aim 
of it be to make itself redundant 
as soon as possible?
“Of course,” agreed Harry. “We 
want to encourage Cass’s self-reliance. 
For instance when he went on to the 
bottle we soon got him to hold 
the bottle and feed himself.
“And we want to provide kids 
with their own community as far 
as possible — and we believe that’s a 
long way.
“Cass sometimes goes down to 
London to stay and goes to the 
London play group.
“The kids in our collective will 
also have a part of the house which 
is theirs.”
But will experience of nuclear 
families be open to Cass and the 
girl? “Cass already has contact with 
some unsupported mothers and their 
kids,” Harry explained. “They some­
times stay with us, he sometimes 
stays with them. He stays with 
people without kids as well.”
But what about more typical nu­
clear families? “That’s easier said 
than done,” according to Lisa. “Back 
in Leeds, a year old girl we had 
staying — Rosie — started up a 
friendship with the little girl next 
door. They used to talk to each 
other through the fence. We asked 
the little girl’s mother to let her 
come in and play with Rosie. She 
agreed, but a short time later came 
to take her daughter back. Said 
they were going out — which they 
weren’t.
“Also the other day we took 
Harry’s sister’s kids to the beach. 
They have a flat overlooking the 
beach with a telescope on the bal­
cony. We found out later on that 
Harry’s sister and husband had been 
overseeing us — and their kids —
through the telescope.”
Which brought me to the second 
.issue raised by the androgynous dis­
cussion. How will the Wild ones 
relate to the mass of kids trapped 
in the nuclear family-school machine? 
Won’t they tend to form a separate 
ghetto? And not be able to link 
up with the revolt of kids against 
the family and the school?
Harry hopes that Cass and the 
girl will link up with other kids 
in the street — life he says flourishes 
in Leeds. “Working class kids spend 
a lot of time out of the family 
circle, living their own lives out on 
the streets, you know.”
Even is this is true, won’t the 
commune kids be considered freaks 
by the others? “Perhaps. It’s a prob­
lem I’m glad you’ve raised,” con­
ceded Harry.
“We’ll be confronted with it again 
when Cass reaches school age. The 
question of free schools versus state 
schools. We haven’t really gone into 
it much yet.
“But even if Cass goes to a free 
school that doesn’t mean he’ll be 
cut off from ordinary kids. Many 
free school kids are working class 
with a history of truanting from 
state I schools. Free schools aren’t 
sheltered middle class ghettoes.
“Some kids I’ve seen from free 
schools can handle themselves and 
know what their city’s really about. 
They can give an example to state 
school kids and help them.”
The final concern was what would 
happen to the kids if the commune 
broke up.
Lisa and Harry thought things 
were kicking on well at Leeds at 
present. The communards had a 
lot in common — not least their 
feminism and revolutionary liber­
tarianism.
Only Lyn had moved out in the 
last 12 months — to join another 
commune — and she’d made it quite 
clear she wanted to maintain close 
contact with Cass. Cass’ father spends 
some time in a collective in London 
and often visits Cass or has Cass 
down for a stay.
“And if we split up then most 
of us would join or form other 
collectives. Cass would not be with­
out places to go.” Lisa expected 
“the network to act as a kind of 
family setup.”
Said more in the expectation than 
the hope.
How this was written: I talked 
to Harry and Lisa then I went 
away and wrote up the discussion 
as I saw it. I then gave them the 
copy and they extensively edited 
it in a rush as they were leaving 
the next day. Lisa regretted “there 
weren’t more personal incidents in 
it”. And Harry thought “we made 
statements rather than talked”.
Great moments in 
U S  "Australian relations
Little Richard at Festival Hall, Melbourne. Photograph by Larry Meltzer.
N ixo n 's  1970  “dom estic  surve illance" p lans:
u burglary... is 
highly risky.
However, 
it is also the most 
fruitful tool...”
The followihg two documents are extracts from memos 
from Tom Charles Huston, White House aide, to H. R. 
Haldeman and others relating to the top secret White House 
plan for spying on people in America.
They are from The Watergate File, an excellent guide­
book. Published by Flash Books, New York, 1973.
Recommendations 
TOP SECRET 
Handle via Comint Channels 
only
Operational Restraints on Intelligence Collection
A. INTERPRETIVE RESTRAINTS ON COMMUNICATIONS 
INTELLIGENCE
RECOMMENDATION:
Present interpretation should be broadened to permit and 
program for coverage by N.S.A. of the communications of U.S. 
citizens using international facilties.
RATIONALE:
The F.B.I. does not have the capability to monitor inter­
national communications. N.S.A. is currently doing so on a re­
stricted basis, and the information is particularly useful to the 
White House and it would be to our disadvantage to allow the 
F.B.I. to determine what the N.S.A. should do in this area without 
regard to our own requirements. No appreciable risk is involved in 
this course of action.
B. ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE AND PENETRATIONS
RECOMMENDATION:
Present procedures should be changed to permit intensifica­
tion of coverage of individuals and groups in the United States 
who pose a major threat to the internal-security.
Also, present procedures should be changed to permit intensi­
fication of coverage of foreign nationals and diplomatic estab­
lishments in the United States of interest to the intelligence 
community.
At the present time less than [UNCLEAR] electronic pene­
trations are operative. This includes coverage of the C.P.U.S.A. 
(Communist Party, USA and organized crime targets), with only a 
few authorized against subject of pressing internal security 
interest.
Mr. Hoover’s statement that the F.B.I. would not oppose 
other agencies seeking approval for the operating electronic sur­
veillances is gratuitous since no other agencies have the 
capability.
Everyone knowledgeable in the field, with the exception of 
Mr. Hoover concurs that existing coverage is grossly inadequate.
C. I.A. and N.S.A. note that this is particularly true of diplomatic
establishments, and we have learned at the White House that it is 
also true of new Left groups.
C. MAIL COVERAGE
RECOMMENDATION:
Restrictions on legal coverage should be removed.
Also, present restrictions on covert coverage should be re­
laxed on selected targets of priority foreign intelligence and inter­
nal security interest.
RATIONALE:
There is no valid argument against use of legal mail covers 
except Mr. Hoover’s concern that the civil liberties people may be­
come upset. This risk is surely an acceptable one and hardly 
serious enough to justify denying ourselves a valuable and legal 
intelligence tool.
Covert coverage is illegal and there are serious risks involved. 
However, the advantages to be derived from its use outweigh the 
risks. This technique is particularly valuable in identifying espio­
nage agents and other contacts of foreign intelligence services.
D. SURREPTITIOUS ENTRY
RECOMMENDATION:
Present restrictions should be modified to permit procure­
ment of vitally needed foreign cryptographic material.
Also, present restrictions should be modified to permit selec­
tive use of this technique against other urgent security targets.
RATIONALE:
Use of this technique is clearly illegal; it amounts to burglary. It 
ig also highly risky and could result in great embarrassment if ex­
posed. However, it is also the most fruitful tool and can produce thé 
type of intelligence which cannot be obtained in any other fashion.
The F.B.I. in Mr. Hoover’s younger days, used to conduct such 
operations with great success and with no exposure. The informa­
tion secured was invaluable.
N.S.A. has a particular interest since it is possible by this 
technique to secure material with which N.S.A. can break foreign 
cryptographic codes. We spend millions of dollars attempting to 
break these codes by machines. One successful entry can do the 
job successfully at no dollar cost.
Surreptitious entry of facilities occupied by subversive ele­
ments can turn up information about identities, methods of oper­
ations, and other invaluable investigative information which is 
not otherwise obtainable. This technique would be particularly 
helpful if used against the Weathermen and Black Panthers.
The deployment of the executive protector force has in­
creased the risk of surreptitious entry of diplomatic estab­
lishments. However, it is the opinion of all except Mr. Hoover that 
the technique can still be successfully used on a selective basis.
E. DEVELOPMENTS OF CAMPUS SOURCES
RECOMMENDATION:
‘ Present restrictions should be relaxed to permit expanded 
coverage of violence-prone campus and studentrrelated groups.
Also C.I.A. coverage of American students (and others) trav­
elling or living abroad should be increased.
RATIONALE:
The F.B.I. does not currently recruit any campus sources 
among individuals below 21 years of age. This dramatically re­
duces the pool from which sources may be drawn. Mr. Hoover is 
afraid of a young student surfacing in the press as an F.B.I. 
source, although the reaction in the past to such events has been 
minimal. After all, everyone assumes the F.B.I. has such sources.
The campus is the battleground of the revolutionary protest 
movement. It is impossible to gather effective intelligence about 
the movement unless we have campus sources. The risk of expo­
sure is minimal and where exposure occurs the adverse publicity is 
moderate and short-lived. It is a price we must be willing to pay 
for effective coverage of the campus scene. The intelligence com­
munity, with the exception of Mr. Hoover, feels strongly that it is 
imperative that [UNCLEAR] increase the number of campus 
sources this fall in order to forestall widespread violence.
C.I.A. claims there are hot existing restraints on its coverage 
of overseas activities of U.S. nationals. However, this coverage 
has been grossly inadequate since 1965 and an explicit directive to
increase coverage is required.
F. USE OF MILITARY UNDERCOVER AGENTS
RECOMMENDATION:
Present restrictions should be retained.
RATIONALE:
The intelligence community is agreed that the risks of lifting 
these restraints are •greater than the value of any possible intelli­
gence which would be acquired by doing so.
BUDGET AND MANPOWER RESTRICTIONS
RECOMMENDATION:
Each agency should submit a detailed estimate as to proj­
ected manpower needs and other costs in the event the various 
investigative restraints herein are lifted.
RATIONALE:
In the event that the above recommendations are concurred 
in, It will be necessary to modify existing budgets to provide the 
money and manpower necessary for their implementation. The in­
telligence community has been badly hit in the budget squeeze. (I 
suspect the foreign intelligence, operations are in the same shape) 
and it may be necessary to make some modifications. The proj­
ected figures should be reasonable, but will be subject to individ­
ual review if this recommendation is accepted.
MEASURES TO IMPROVE DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE 
OPERATIONS
RECOMMENDATION:
A permanent committee consisting of the F.B.I., C.I.A., 
N.S.A., D.I.A. and the military counterintelligence agencies should 
be appointed to provide evaluations of domestic intelligence esti­
mates, and carry out the other objectives specified in the report
TOP SECRET
ANALYSIS AND STRATEGY 
Memorandum for: H.R. HALDEMAN 
From: Tom Charles Huston 
SUBJECT: Domestic intelligence review
I believe that we will be making a major contribution to the 
security of the country if we can work out an arrangement which 
provides for institutionalized coordination within the intelligence 
community and effective leadership from the White House.
6. Implementation of the President’s decisions.
If the President should decide to lift some of the current re­
strictions and if he should decide to authorize a formalized domes­
tic intelligence structure, I would recommend the following steps:
A) Mr. Hoover should be called in privately for a stroking ses­
sion at which the President explains the decision he has made, 
thanks Mr. Hoover for his candid service and past cooperation, 
and indicates he is counting on Edgar’s cooperation in implement­
ing the new decisions.
B) Following this Hoover session, the same individuals who 
were present at the initial session in the Oval Office should be in­
vited back to meet with the President At that time, the President 
should thank them for the report, announce his decisions, indicate 
his desires for future activity, and present each with an auto­
graphed copy of the photo of the first meeting which Ollie took.
C) An official memorandum setting forth the precise decisions 
of the President should be prepared so that there can be no misun­
derstanding. We should also incorporate a review procedure which 
will enable us to ensure that the decisions are fully implemented.
I hate to suggest a further imposition on the President’s time, 
but think these steps will be necessary to pave over some of the 
obvious problems which may arise if the President decides, as I 
hope he will, to overrule Mr. Hoover’s objections to many of the 
proposals made in this report Having seen the President in action 
with Mr. Hoover, I am confident that he ¿an handle this situation 
in such a way that we can get what we want without putting Ed­
gar’s nose out of joint At the same time, we can capitalize on the 
good will the President has built up with the other principals and 
minimize the risk that they may feel they are being forced to take 
a back seat to Mr. Hoover.
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AlvinPurple
is
a crock of shit
by Helen Garner
A lv in  Purple, dir. Tim Burstall; 
Mayfair, Sydney; Midcity, Mel­
bourne.
Watching A lv in  Purple  it's 
hard to know who to feel sorry 
for . . .  or who you'd like to 
murder. It'& a banal, trivial 
and derivative movie, and it's 
going to make a lot of money 
because cheap cynical shits like 
Tim Burstall and Alan Finney 
know how people like to have 
their repressed fears and fan­
tasies shoved back down their 
throats. A t $2.50 a hit.
A reluctant stud, eh? Yeah, 
women are voracious creatures 
who prey upon men — go on, 
carry it to its extreme and tell 
us women deprive men of their 
precious bodily fluids. The 
script (by Alan Hopgood, 
though rumor has it that it 
bears little resemblance to his 
original draft — but who knows 
who you can believe, among 
ripoff blue movie makers?) 
turns on worn out, leering in­
nuendo: jokes about Alvin ex­
tending himself, being taken in 
hand, looking for openings, 
keeping his end up — even an 
organ recital. Cheap, oh cheap. 
You've made the audience laugh 
all right, but you've done it 
by manipulating their fears and 
repressions.
How did you cop that, Jan 
Friedl, Eileen Chapman, Claire 
Balmford, Penne Hackforth- 
Jones, Debbie Nankervis? I 
know we all have to compro­
mise, daily, just to survive. But 
there were so many of you. 
Couldn't you have tried to 
change things? I guess not. 
Maybe you were too broke, 
and maybe you too swallowed 
the rationalisation that under­
pins this movie — sell out 
now, make real movies later.
Once you've accepted that, your 
doubts are no more than the 
wailing o f mozzies on a hot 
night. Swat 'em and they'll go 
away. /
Tell us that it's entertain­
ment, fellers. Maybe you even 
call it satire. Don’t kid your­
selves. Alvin's no butt, for all 
your horrible shrink (blush, 
George Whaley) calls him a vic­
tim. You want us to love Alvin,
And Graeme Blundell, you 
went along with it. You talk 
a lot about professionalism — 
but you've got something in 
you that goes beyond tha t 
bloody ripoff concept. Don't 
you remember the old days 
at La Mama? White With Wire 
Wheels? Mousie? You can make 
an audience laugh and love a 
character for the right reasons. 
Not to make the cash registers 
ring.
:"How could you db  those 
things, Alvin?'' wails his mother 
when his sex clinic exploits hit 
the papers.
"Some of them were pretty 
attractive things,” leers his mate 
Spike (Alan Finney). Get it? 
Get it? Spike.
The biggest gag of the whole 
show is this old chestnut: Tina, 
the girl Alvin really loves, 
doesn't p u t i t  on him .  No I 
She loves him! She sees him 
as something other than a stud, 
e jock, a cock and ball on 
legs! She loves him for himselfl-
Come on, you guys. That's 
the oldest ripoff ever perpet­
rated on women. The double 
standard. There are ladies, and 
there are women. The ladies 
are the ones you marry. The 
women are the ones you fuck 
(not fuck w ith ) — fair game, 
talent, sheilas, chicks.
A lv in  Purple  is not your 
heavy muscly Steve McQueen 
macho trip. It's something more 
pernicious: a weedy round-eyed 
little guy who gulps as if he's 
swallowed a plate sideways, 
kind of innocent and lovable, 
endlessly put upon — the sort 
of anti-hero that any repressed, 
alienated wage plug in any 
office can fantasise himself into 
with very little stretching of 
the imagination. The audience 
roars with delight when the 
little twerp squeaks up to Abi­
gail (on a tram,  right here in 
Melbourne), "Geez you've got 
nice tits!''. What pervy 36- 
watcher hasn't been dying to 
have the nerve?
''Do people really change, 
Alvin?" asks his long suffering 
girlfriend. A lot of us are trying 
to, but you, Tim Burstall and 
j your producers and your backers 
and your actors and your crew 
I and this whole piddling re­
actionary movie have held up 
the changes more than you 
know. Because you haven't even 
noticed yet that anything's 
wrong.
Or if you have, you've shut 
your eyes to it with the rationa­
lisation that you have to make 
this kind of shit movie t.o get 
enough money, credibility, at­
tention etc. to make a real, 
high risk, art movie. Later. 
When? Know what happened 
to Faust? Once you've sold your 
soul, it's gone. That old ra­
tionalisation has never worked 
in the past, and it won't work 
now.
Daily press reviewers call 
people puritans if they don't 
enjoy A lv in  Purple. If you think 
women are people, instead of 
the grotesque paper cutouts 
Burstall and his adolescent 
mates make them out to be, 
you aren't being puritanical. 
It's the old bind — why don't 
women laugh at dirty jokes? 
Because the joke's on us, and 
some of us aren't laughing any 
more.
O Lucky 
M an
by Tim Pigott
Lindsay Anderson's O Lucky  
Man is a modern political fable: 
ironic, blackly humorous, and, 
ultimately, very very cynical.
The hero, a young salesper­
son for Imperial Coffee (Malcolm 
McDowell who was also Mick 
Travis in I f  . . .  in which 
Anderson attacked the English 
public school system) is a mo­
dern Everyman on the make 
travelling through a 20th cen­
tury Pilgrim's Progress: an ex­
plosion in a nuclear plant, in­
terrogation under torture (by 
tea drinking government bureau­
crats asking "How long have 
you belonged to the Party?"). 
He sells himself to a medical 
research clinic, serves five years 
jail after working for a multi­
millionaire industrialist who 
provides a corrupt African go­
vernment with napalm to sup­
press revolution, survives a 
bashing by derelicts, and, finally, 
becomes the star of this film.
Lindsay Anderson, the film's 
director, orders Mick to smile. 
Why? What is there to smile 
about? The director ignores 
these questions, crashing the 
script down on the bewildered 
hero's head. Don't ask whyl 
Anderson, after more than two 
hours attacking capitalism, do­
cumenting its exploitation, psy­
chological mass misery (for in­
stance, egoism, hypocrisy, lying, 
éxclusiveness, sluggishness), at­
tacking imperialism can only 
offer . . . what?
Obedience. Acceptance. Pas­
sivity.
Anderson's disgust with this 
very submissiveness is shown 
in sequences like the one where 
Mick is listening to a mass on 
his car radio while herds of 
bleating sheep swarm before him 
on the road. Despite this, An­
derson's conclusion seems to 
say only: things are bad, but 
life goes on; a counterfeit life 
in a world that can't be changed. 
Everyone is corrupt in Ander- 
son's.world.
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Ponch Hawkes
A  play about sexism&racism 
called Africa whichhasrock
musicandisnot really 
aboutAfrica
by Colin Talbot
What shall we say? That 
there was a play about racism 
and sexism and how fucked 
up the world is (no good news, 
no bad news, ju s t no news, 
these are the existential blues 
. . .) and everyone went along 
and shined like the sun and 
had a good time? And do you 
say well come on man  let us 
not make it a downer, man 
let us have good times, man, 
we just having fun, man . . .
And what if it is said well 
then what about liberation  and 
how you can't go calling per­
sons various names anymore 
even if you ever did and how 
no person can really identify 
with any other person because 
ho person is the same as any
other. How no man can know 
about women and vice versa 
and no black no white no any 
other color and no poor person 
no rich person and is all this 
liberation or is it before or 
even post-liberation and can we 
justify either good times or bad 
times on account of another's 
time. And does it matter or 
what,, Is it a shame, or is it a 
shame it's a shame?
Well this play A frica  prob­
ably explains none of these 
things though it may be about 
these things. It is enjoyable, 
it does not seem to have shame. 
Steve Spears wrote and scored 
the play which is probably 
most aptly described as rock- 
theatre. Lindsay Smith directed.
A frica  hasn't really got a
plot, the play of the same name 
that is, but it's probably as 
reasonable a name for it as 
any because Africa is mentioned 
a lot and because it's quite 
often about black people and 
there are black people in Africa.
There are various weirdos 
in the cast such as a trans­
vestite from Transvaal and a 
Johannesburg professor with a 
thing for "tits" as he so graphic­
ally puts it. Other characters 
include Mozambique Baby, a 
black set of Jack and Jill, the 
Uncle Tom Jones Brothers, Gary 
Gutter, Cecil Parker Cummings, 
Tea Drinkin' Lilly and Hum­
phrey Jagger (one of whom 
was played by that para- 
trouper, Jane Clifton), White 
BobbyCleaver and God among 
others.
Electrifying acoustic 
guitar
Venezuelan classical guitarist 
Alirio Diaz will perform in 
Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, 
Perth and Canberra in February.
Diaz makes annual recital 
tours of Europe and North, 
South and Central America and 
has appeared as soloist with 
orchestras in all major world 
musical centres.
In the United States recently 
Diaz appeared in four highly 
successful concerts with the New
York Philharmonic Orchestra.
He was also invited to per­
form the opening recital at Yale 
University's celebrated Guitar 
Series. Of that concert the 
American critic Gordon Emer­
son wrote: "Alirio Diaz is un­
questionably one of the few 
truly great guitarists now con- 
certising, and probably the 
greatest who ever concertised. 
His performances were nothing 
short of electrifying . . .
—  Press Release.
Pubs and Discos
Croxton Park:
Fri. 18: Henchmen.
Sat. 19: Big Push.
Sun. 20: Fantasy.
Wed. 23: Kush.
Thu. 24: Up.
Fri. 25: Henchmen.
Sat. 26: Big Push.
Sun. 27: Fantasy.
Wed. 30: Red House Roll Band. 
Thu. 31: Up.
Fri. 1: Henchmen.
Sat. 2: Big Push.
Sun. 3: Fantasy.
Wed. 6: Red House Roll Band. 
Thu. 7: Up.
Fri. 8: Henchmen.
Sat. 9: Big Push.
Sun. 10: Fantasy.
Wed. 13: Red House Roll Band. 
Thu. 14: Chain.
Waltzing Matilda:
Thu. 24: Aztecs, Tank.
Thu. 31: Chain.
Thu. 7: Up.
Thu. 14: Red House Roll Band, 
Tank.
Iceland:
Sun. 20: Chain.
Sun. 27: Home.
Sun. 3: Tank.
Sun. 10: Up.
Sundowner Hotel:
Fri. 18: Chain.
Sat. 19: Gary Young's Fat Cats. 
Wed. 23: Up.
Thu. 24: Gary Young's Fat Cats. 
Fri. 25: Red House Roll Band. 
Sun. 26: Trident.
Wed. 30: Up.
Thu. 31: Gary Young's Fat Cats. 
Fri. 1: Red House Roll Band. 
Sat. 2: Tridents.
Wed. 6: Up.
Thu. 7: Ayer's Rock.
Fri. 8: Red House Roll Band.
I Sat. 9: Gary Young's Fat Cats..
| Wed. 13: Madder Lake.
Thu. 14: Ocker's Rockers.
Fri. 15: Red House Roll band.
Sorrento RSL:
Sat. 19: Red House Roll Band. 
Sal. 26: Red House Roll Band. 
Sun. 27: Aztecs.
Mon. 4: Ocker's Rockers.
Tue. 5: Ocker's Rockers.
Wed. 6: Big Push.
Thu. 7: Big Push.
Fri. .8 : Cloud 9.
Mon. 11: Cloud 9.
Tue. 12: Cloud 9.
Wed. 13: Big Push.
Thu. 14: Big Push.
George Hotel:
Fri. 18: Panther.
Sat. 19: Panther.
Mon. 21: Gary Young's Fat Cats 
Tue. 22: Up.
Wed. 23: Big Push.
Thu. 24: Big Push.
Fri. 25: Phase 2.
Sat. 26: Gary Young's Fat Cats. 
Mon. 28: Ocker's Rockers.
Tue. 29: Ocker's Rockers.
Wed. 30: Big Push.
Thu. 31: Big Push.
Fri. 1: Phase 2.
Sat. 2: Phase 2.
Phillip Island:
Fri. 18: Tank.
Sat. 19: Aztecs, Skyhooks.
Sun. 27: Chain.
South Side Six 
Sat. 9: Chain.
Sat. 26: Ayer's Rock.
Sat. 2: Hot City Bump Band. 
Sat. 9: Mississipi.
Sat. 16: Red House Roll Band.
Grovedale Hotel:
Thu. 24: Ocker's Rockers.
Thu. 31: Ocker's Rockers.
Thu. 7: Cloud 9.
Thu. 14: Cloud 9.
Well so far we got a whole 
heap of characters with funny 
names in a play about sexism 
and racism called A frica  which 
has rock music and is not really 
about Africa in which the 
audience and cast seem to find 
enjoyment. Okay.
Well let's take the interval. 
Play stops, there is milling 
around of persons and water­
melon is served. Over the PA 
comes the Platters (conceptual, 
but Black Sabbath playing 
"Paranoid" may have been more 
suitable).
So let's take the actors. 
No the musicians first. Steve 
Spears plays piano in a honky, 
smoky style and well and he 
wrote the music of course so . . .  
and the rest come from various 
bands such as Myriad, Scum­
bag, Skyhooks and probably 
others and consist of Red Sy- 
monds on electric and acoustic 
guitars, piano and vocals, and 
Red does a modicum of acting 
in A frica  and he's okay at that. 
Andrew Bell on guitar and vo­
cals, Rod Freeman-Smith on 
guitar and singing well, Sol Bern 
on congas, Eddie van Roosendal 
on percussions and Jane Clifton 
singing.
Funky seems a reasonable 
description of what music in 
a rock-theatre piece about A frica  
a little bit should be, so that's 
what it was. And working well 
with the actors' material.
The songs. They form as 
much part of the play as the 
script. For instance from "Coun­
try G ir l" . . .
She must eat horses she mus\ 
eat pigs
. she must eat what  /  dig 
I  gave her a bag fu ll o f  p ick  lei 
and pearls ah 
fo r m y country girl.
Or from "Blackstep"
The m ayor o f  Katoomba rang 
wants a thousand boo me 
rangs
A lbe rt Namatjira wants to  be 
a shearer.
So you see that's aboui 
Africa? Well maybe it is oi 
isn't in a sense.
And the actors. A talentec 
lot of people, some from the 
APG, some out of Tribe, some 
from the Great Stumble For­
ward, some who performed in 
Steve Spears' play Stud which 
had a season in Adelaide last 
year. Jane Clifton, getting her 
third mention, with her usual 
"sparkling delivery", and a great 
boysinthebackroom type song 
on the piano . . .
Make me some tea and drink  
i t  down slow  
toast and vegemite too 
Shower real slow  and le t the 
water flo w  
A ll  over . . .
Steve Spears acted spiritedly 
as' he damn well ought to seeing 
as hie wrote it, Lindsay Smith 
held ail! the schizoids together 
well and gave a remarkably 
powerful White BobbyCleaver.
He stood sort of, you know, 
hangdog  and began an "I was 
born on a mission" story. His 
father pissed off, his mother 
went on the meths, so he pissed 
off to Redfern, he managed 
to put a lot of feeling into 
it, gradually building up the 
emotion until he was screaming, 
then crying ". . . we don't 
even know who we are any 
more". This sort of stunned 
the audience because . . , Jesus 
the play got serious suddenly. 
But then the cast gave this 
amazing tension break and the 
anxiety dribbled out of the 
audience's collective mouth. 
Suck' on that.
Dazzling Darryl, performing 
under the name Mr. D dance# 
and acted well on his comeback 
to theatre, and others including 
Jenny Keath and Rod Freeman- 
Smith and Janie didn't let the 
side down. Oh and of course 
Felix B.Tonto who writes about 
himself under other names gave 
a very humorous display, but 
then he always does. Give a 
display that is.
And what else to say. The 
play had its troubles early on 
in rehearsals with people wor­
ried about the sexism/racism 
thing  you know got to be care­
ful, can't offend anyone stuff, 
and the standing up for rights 
of various socio/ethnic/politico 
groups. And they think they 
got over the racial thing by 
having white men playing black 
women playing white men stuff 
and maybe they did. And it 
was a lot of fun, it's going 
to be on at Sunbury, it's cer­
tainly livened up the Pram Fac­
tory where it's in the back 
theatre on weekends tor the 
next three weeks at 10.30 pm 
and I may go again. But with 
songs like . . .
B LA C K GIRLS  
Colored girls they a lright 
Colored girls they w ill do 
Colored girls outasight 
Colored girls good enough fo r  
you
Good enough fo r you
Got me a black g ir l she a lrigh t 
Got me a black g ir l come and 
see
Got me a black g ir l she outa­
sight
Black g ir l good enough fo r  me
Nice straight teeth nice round  
bum
Long p ink  fingers too  
Got her in a Cape Town movie 
house
Sad o ld  movies boo hoo hoo
Know  i t  a in 't legal I  d o n 't 
care
What everybody do 
Black girls good enough fo r me 
Black girls good enough fo r  
you
A in 't  no racist a in 't  no saint 
A in 't  no fortune te lle r«,
A in 't  no barman a in 't  no elerk 
A in 't  no blackfeller 
well, what can you say.
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